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My God, my God why hast Thou forsaken m&3alm 22:1

| cannot forget the picture of the woman comforting a child after the shooting in Floridagtrs streaming down
her face highlighted by the ashen cross on her forehead. Seventeen youngderesnteen lives that are added to
a2 Ylyeé 20KSNAR 2y GKS IfdFNI 86S ! YSNAOIya KIF@S 0O2ya

When | was growing up, my father usedsiy that our rights should never be more &
important than our responsibilities. Perhaps not ledsut never more. One amendment &
should never over shadow all others. ‘

We are in the season of Lent. A time when we face our mortabityhes to ashes, dust *
to dust. This acknowledgement honors the precious gift of life. That life is wonderful
beautiful and bittersweet and hargand short.

That God so loves theworlti K i D2 R RARY QU ¢l AG dzyGAf 6S 6SNB | f¢
because howve live here is vital to God. We are loved in all our wondrous humgmiigh all our shortcoming
and graces. Our smiles and our tears.

I must believe that life is more important than owning a gun designed to kill humaasto hunt deer. Sadly,
whenS@SNJ §KS AaadzsSa 2F WNRAIKGEAQ 02YS dzs GKS O2y@OSN&
from intelligent conversation on hard issues into entrenched camps of easy sayings.

We do not serve a God of violence. We do not serve a God of &raumtd despair. Most Biblical scholars believe
GKFG tarfy nwu 61 a ySOSNI YSEHy(d G2 adlyR Ff2yST Al ¢
Jesus utters those words on the cross in his utter despair and trauaftar the powers of the the exercised their
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teaching, and we see how he responds to the greed and death that surround Jerusalem.

Humanity will try to silence his indignation at how people are being treated. Humanity will try to silence his
forgiveness of all. Humanity will try silence his love.

But they will fail.

In prayer for all,

Pastor Elizabeth


http://www.concordpc.org/

INTERIMREFLECTIONS

It has been five months since | came to Concord. During that time, we have gotten to know each, celebratg
Christmas, and are now in the season of Lent. Faarmterim standpoint, | have worked with the Nominating

Committee to help them listen for the call of God to certain members to become Elders and Deacons. We [have ¢

full slate this year, which will make the work we need to do much easier. | suggestedetipaint an annual

report this year and make sure to lift up the accomplishments of Concord during the annual meeting. This yvork

was wellreceived.

I have spent much of my time in training of Elders and Deacons. We had a

very productive daylong meetingn January. Your church officers looked
K2aySadte +iG LINROSaa FyR 2NBFYyATFGAZY
Concord. It has become obvious that the new team system put together
under Lynn last year is not working effectively. There are serious
communicdion gaps and certain important work that is not being addressed.
These items need to be confronted and solved before a new pastor comes. |
was recognized that we needed to take the time to do some deep spiritual
AYUNRBALISOGAZ2Y (2 fof CoricardS This Bag ledtte Qailing
of aMission Initiativethat you are reading about elsewhere in tG®urier
andConcord Connectst is exciting work and will provide the foundation for
the Presbytery mission study.

Much of my work as an interins this deep work with the church officers.
Kathie Pownall is spending a significant amount of time working with the Deacons to discern how they mig
0SGUSNI FyasgSNI D2RQa OFftftad {KS Aa | GNBYSyRatdza |
Concord in its pastoral care needs.

| have spent time listening to small groups in the church about what they feel are the underlying strengths |pf

Concord. We also discussed the ways we can move forward in faith. These conversations will camiinue
there will be opportunities for all of you to contribute.
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happening on the surface of the pordut underneath the swan is madly swimming.

If you have oncerns about how this process is going, please come and talk to me. | welcome all the insigh
this congregation. If you have any concerns about my ministry, | would welcome the opportunity to discuss

"

them with you.

Pastor Elizabeth
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WHATE UP INWORSHP

9:30am¢! Rdzf & / KNAaAGALY 9RdzOF GA2Y oOWSaaa
9:45am¢ Book Group (Sanctuary Lounge)
10:00amc¢ Youth Choir and Bells
10:30am ¢ Worship in the Sanctuary
~10:45am¢/ KAf RNBy Qa {SN¥Y2y«k[ Saazy
10:50am11:30am¢ Sunday School for prefrade 8(*No classes on Communion Sundays)

Childcare available before and during worship (9:4%:30am) in F207

Sunday, March 4 Third Sunday in Lent Rev.Kathie Pownall preaching
/| 2YYdzyA2yS 5SI02yaQ CdzyR hTFSNAYy3IAZ b2 |
Lenten Supper/Bible Studgp Y nn LY Ay WSaaisqQa wz22Y

SundayMarch 11 Fourth Sunday in Lent Gospel Sunday Rev. Elizabeth Lyman preaching
Chili/Soup Cooloff & Chocolate Challenge 11:30am in Fellowship Hall
Lenten Supper/Bible Studgp Yn n LY Ay WSaaiasqQa wz22Y

SundayMarch 18 Hfth Sunday in Lent Elizabeth Lymampreaching
Lenten Supper/Bible Studgp Y n nLIY Ay WSaaisqQa wz22Y

SundayMarch 25 Palm Sunday, Procession of the Palm€ommunion Elizabeth Lyman preaching

No Sunday Schoo)One Great Hour of SharinQffering received

Thursday, March 29 Maundy Thursday/Tenebrae ServicEommunion 7:00pm in the Sanctuary

Friday, March 30 Good Friday Stations of the Cross Noon @ Trinity Presbyterian

Rev. Elizabeth Lyman assisting

Sunday, April 1 Easter Day One Great Hour of Sharing
7:00am Sunrise Seice @ Trinity Presbyterian Church (Rev. Elizabeth Lyman preaching)
8:45-10:00am Pancake Breakfast in Fellowship Hall
10:30am Worship with communion & special music in the Sanctuary
/| KAt RNBYQa 91 aidSN) 933 I dzyld F2ff286AY

[No Sunday School classes]



(HRISTIANEDUCATION

ADULTCHRISTIANEDUCATION

U Creed: What Christians Believe and Why Suns., Marci ¢ April 15,9:30M n YH Nl YI WS 3 2

)l This sixveek DVD series by Adam Hamilton looks at theJ2 & G t S & hisforidIStEt&ment of
foundational Chstian faith. Hamilton is a master at explaining questions of faith in a dovaarth
fashion. Come join the discussion!

ADAM
HAMILTON Y

No Adult Education classes on Easter Sundgyil 1

i Concord Book Club Sundays @ 9:480:25am, Sanctuary Lounge
We are currentf reading and discussir@rphan Trainby Christina Baker KlineQuestions? Contac{i§ - \a
Heather Janas( Jror Christina Pressley!{ ). A

U Mug & Muffin Bible Study Wednesdays @ 9:30am, SancuaryJ_ounge
Join Pastor Elizabeth or our guest preacher for a thoppgbtoking discussion of the text for Sunday F/
Y2NYAYy3AQa aSN¥Y2yo [/ 2YSs Syeze GKS ?SffEééK@J{(la R

U Thaddeud NO aSyQa . AoftS {GdzRe [ dzy OK Thursdays @ 11:30am, Library
2S 3SG G23SGKSNJI SOSNE 6SS]7 FT2NJ I aGoNRBgy ol 3 fd
@ coming Sunday. Our meetings are brief, informative, and fun. We attend when wegrasit a try!

0 Faith in Literature Monday,March19 @ 1:00pm
/| 2y 0O2NRQ& 02271 3INRdAzLI Y S S abaséedlyeintkire. ®ur text midrg Rill de yWehdaig, A
March 19, 1:00pm, at the home ofoyce Johnson (1005 S. Hilton Road, Oak Lane Ma0@¥6553411). The
reading assignment fror0 Great Stories SR® o6& aAf G2y / NI ySY aL@e 51 @&
YR a¢KS / KNEBEAIFIYGKSYdzyrae o0& W2KYy {(GSAyoSOl®

U Lenten Bible Study Surs.through March 18,5:000 Y n n LJYS WS & & )

Restoring Balance
A Lenten Study on Healing
Sundays through March 18 h  * AOOEAB8 O 271 1 i
5:00 z Dinner; 5:30 -7:00pm z Study

March 4 - What is Healing?
T OCAATET ¢ TAOGAO OAEAO UT O AAAE O1 xEAOA UT O xAOAR
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March 11 - Reconciliation and He aling: The spirit of forgiveness
T O, 1 OAh 1 AEA 1 A ypeacdt Tha @M@@ thérd ihatiedEl n@Ebring love. Thaeve there is
xOIl T¢h ) 1T AU AOEI ¢ OEA ODPEOEO Iifrdh THeIPQyErbfGiAFraki® s

March 18 - Sources of Healing and a Healing Service

T 4EA ET OOA OAEAh 091 0 AAAAI A8 )O OAEAO A 111 ¢ OE|J A8
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Margery Williams, The Velveteen Rabbit



mailto:hljanas@gmail.com
mailto:christina.pressley@concordpc.org

SUNDAYSCHOOI& FAMILYACTIVITIES

Family Ministries Potluck LunahMarch 4

Concordfamiliesare invited tojoin uson Sunday, March % following worship for an informal
potluck lunch in Fellowship Hall with Pastor Elizabeth to hear alvbat would make your
experience at church a deeper and richer ogéor both you and your childrenThis information
will assist irthe visioning work the Session is currently doing and will help us make decisions ab
the future of CPCThis gathering is for ALL families who participate in worship and activities at v wé
Concord, whether they are members or ndte want to hear from evergne! A video or activity will P K
be provided for children and youth while the adults talk. The conversation will last about an hour. Please let Carly
Twilley know if you will be able to atter{darlytwilley@gmail.om or 302-584-6035. We hope to see you there!

Sunday School
Palm Sunday, March 25 and Easter Sunday, Ap#llichildren and youth will participate in worship for
these special Holy Days! An Easter Egg Hunt is planned for after worship on Eastgr Sund

al N] ,2dzNJ /I f SYRI NAX

On Sunday, April 15, Pastor Elizabeth is inviting all young people from the ages of 8 to 15 to —
with their parents and learn more about communion. This is a chance for parents and childre . @
explore what communion means anguage that children can understaddS Qf £ Y S S L N\—

'y K2dzZNJ Ay WSaaa S Qbring@ahgra sfagkfafd2inink sl ¢ 2 NB K A
Concord Connects coffee hour.

Soup/Chili CoolOff
&
Chocolate Challenge

2,

Sunday, March 1
following Gospel Sunday worship

Enjoy a delicious hot lunch and decadent dessertdl while supporting
the Middle School Youth Conferene¢ Massanetta Springs!

Want to just dine?Simply show up!

Ready to compete for the coveted crowr Il outthe enclosedentry form (last page)or
either the CookOff or Challenge and return it to Christina Pressley, along with your $
entry feeand a copy of your recipdy Sunday, March.



mailto:carlytwilley@gmail.com

Easter Sunday, April 1
following 10:30am worship EAS l ER
Children arenvited to bring a basket (we will have extih3
and collect as many Easter eggs as they can find!
There will be two hunts: one on the front lawn for
children through age 4 and one in the courtyard playground
children in Kgrade 5. Once the childnehave collected the ||
eggs, they will trade them in for an Easter Goodie Bdghse ,&:

RSVP so weanprepare enough goodie bags to go around: ’l
302/654-9652 orchristina.pressley@concordpc.org N

All are invited to join us for a

Pancake Breakfast

Easter Sunday, April 1
8:45¢ 10:00am
Fellowship Hall

Sponsored by Family Ministries
Proceeds benefit Middle School Conference trip

YOUTHGROUPCHEDUL& EVENTS

Satuday, March3 7:00pm Springer Middle School
The Little Mermaid

Meet at Springer Middle School at 7:00pm to see Lucas Kroon in the male [€hd bittle :

Mermaidd 2 $Qf f &AG (23S0 KSN) Teaidafiekvrdss K2 63 (K M%ﬁlD A2

Sunday, March 1 9:30am1:00pm
Soup/Chili CoolOff & Chocolate Challenge

hdzNJ FIF @2NAGS C! bRNIAASNI Aa o601 F3IFLAYysS a2z Al
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let Christina know what you are makibg March4. We will need ALL hands deck (parents, too!)

at 9:30am inFellowship Hall for setting up tables, supplies, signs, tickets, etc.

Sunday, March & 5:00-7:00pm

Can | See Your ID?
Are you an athlete? Musician? The smart kid? Is that who you really are, or just what others see you as? You
wonderfully madeinGeQa Se&Saz | yR &2 Y dzOdnd sordeNile idemtifyigg withkvAciy&u tréily 6 -
are and celebrate YOU!


mailto:christina.pressley@concordpc.org

CONCORDNOMEN

Wi MARYQRCLEVEETINGDATES
- J Monday, March5 @ 1:00pm
A aﬁﬁ’ Susan Hofmanrl02 Weldin Park Driv&Veldin Park (302762-0863
N RESRTINE ! Monday, April 2@ 1:00pm
| Torill Drury 1701 Century Lane, Chadds F@#l(0/ 361-0922
DEACONS

Dear faithful members of Concord,

l'a | NBadzZ G 2F 2dzNJ araaizy {GFraGaSYSyd FyR RAaOdzaaai
a trandormation of our current model. Going forward we would like our focus to be Deacons as God intended t
to be¢ in simple termsthe arms of the churciThis creates an opportunity for congregants to perfaome of

the tasks that Deacons have previousdeb responsible foDo you hear God calling you to share your gifts with
your church family2re you feeling a gentle nudge to get more involved, but in ways that do NOT include
meetings? Is there something you can do from home that brings you closmirtohurch family2 2 y QG & 2 d&z
please givesome thought tdhe opportunitiedistedbelow?

A Monthly Pew Rack Maintenance y
A Scheduling Worship Communion andHome CommunioBervers ' n
A Schediihg Flower Delivery What'e B
A Deaconln-Charge(open and prepare the church hling for worship support ¥11GL 9 / g
the Pastor and other worship leaders to ensure services run smoothly, andgour L/
secure the facilities after worship) ﬁift '

If anything sounds of interest to you, please feel freeatbnoe at 302762-4115 or
email btwilley@vicmead.com would be happy to explain the dutigsy R L QY adz2NB G KS OdzNT
willing mentor.

Thank you for your prayerful consideration,
Bonnie Twilley

FLOWERGUILD

Easter Decorating Dates
| Easi SNJ F NNA@Sa | o0AG SINIeé GKAa &SIENX f¢
Ve All are welcome to help us prepare the Sanctuary for Palm Sunday and Eddtease
: mark your calendars for the following dates:

Friday, March 23@ 9:3@m: Strip palmsor Palm Sunday

Friday, March 3@ 9:3@m: Decorate Sanctuary for Easter
Dottie Harding & Carol Schlegel,-€wirs


mailto:btwilley@vicmead.com

A Time to Remember

602yiQ

Easter is a time to welcome spring, but also a time to remember loved ones. Each year the FlowelsGhal&ahctuary
with lilies and other spring flowers that have been donated by those wishing to honor or remember a loved one
friend. After the service, these flowers are shared with those in our Concord family who have lost a loved one dur
the pastyear. If you would like to contribute one of these plants, simply write a check for $15 payable to Conco
Presbyterian Church, memo: Easter Flowers, and place in the offering. Please include a note as to how the bul
dedication should read. Designatenvelopeill be available in the pews.

DISCIPLESHIP IN THRVORLD

112 ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING

ﬂ SPECIAL OFFERINGS
HUNGER « DISASTER » DEVELOPMENT

You shall be called

repairers of the breach

— IsAlaH 58
Sharing God’s love with our neighbors-in-
need around the world by providing relief
from natural disasters, food for the hungry,
and support for the poor and oppressed.

Around the world, millions of people lack access to sustainable
food sources, clean water, sanitation, education, and
opportunity. The three programs supported by One Gidatir

of Sharingg Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, Presbyterian
Hunger Program, and SéMevelopment of Peopleg all work in
different ways to serve individuals and communities in need
From initial disaster response to ongoing community
development, thai work fits together to provide people with
safety, sustaance and hope.

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (PD332%

A Works alongside communities as they recover and find hope
after the devastation of natural or humasaused disasters
andoffers suppot for refugees

Presbyterian Hunger Program (PHRB6%

| A Takes action to alleviate hunger, care for creation, and

addresghe systemic causes of poverty so all may be fed.

SeltDevelopment of People (SDQ32%

A Partners withcommunities responding tatheir experiences
of oppression, poverty, and injusticeand educates
Presbyterians about the impact of these issues.

One Great Hour of Sharing offering

will be receivedhroughout the Lenten season

Look for designated envelopes in the pews.



Friendshp House Corner

February 2018

Serving homeless and displaced people throughout New Castle County
with hospitality, education, empowerment and community.

2018 Winter Newsletter

Code Purple

Between Christmas and the first week of January,

broke a record we were not hoping to break by having 14
days in a row of Code Purple. We have had 18 total this
winter so far in Wilmington and 20 in Newark at the
time this newsletter was sent. A code purple occurs when
the over night temperatures fall below 20 degrees. We
are blessed to have so many volunteers join us every
Code Purple to serve hot soup and offer friendly
conversation. We serve more than 150 people between
our two code purple locations each time. Thank you for

To learn more, dick the link below.

.S(',-.

2017 marked Friendship House's 30th 2017 also marked our Newark
anniversary. Thank you to everyone who Empowerment Center's 10th anniversary.
celebrated with us! Thank you to the Newark community for

making a difference.
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Volunteers needed

Do vou have a group of friends looking for 2 meaningful volunteer
activity? The Clothing Bank of Delaware has a great opportunity for
you. Qur generous community has kept us busy with donations and
we could use extra hands to help us sort and hang clothing, If
interested in lending a hand contact Kathy at (302)652-1390 or
email Clothingbank@aol.com

2018 Highmark Walk

The Highmark Walk for a Healthy Community will <1 AN .
be hel;d11 June gth at Frawley ?tadium and we (lilope HIGHMARK. B X Xf
you will join us! Teams are forming now and we
e o ohaire ot b Bt WALK FOR A HEALTHY COMMUNITY
Preston at kavep@aol.com or visit our website for

more information! WALK WITH US!

Service Spotlight

This January we were blessed with many great
volunteer groups at our clothing bank. We also had
and amazing turn out for our MLK clothing drive.
One of these groups was the Serviam Girls who
helped clean and organize our Wilmington
Empowerment Center!

The Sanford Second graders helped out at the
clothing bank by collecting nearly 2,000 pounds of
excellent quality clothing to distribute to the
community. Our Clothing Bank director, Kathy,
enjoved speaking to the second graders about how
their hard work positively benefits our community.
We also enjoved the Cooke Elementary fifth
graders to our Clothing Bank for the second vearin
a row. Its amazing how many kids have made a
difference in their community.

The Clothing Bank was blessed with more than 60
volunteers on Martin Luther King Day this vear.
Volunteers came from: Read Assist. the Tamman
Group, Sanford School. Delaware Bar Association.
JPMorganChase, the Hurtt Family and Amy and
Colin. All day these amazing groups helped to sort,
fold, hang, and bag neary 20,000 pounds of
clothing that will be distributed to individuals in
New Castle County at no cost to the
recipients, Thank vou!
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Our beloved Shirley Pritchett has retired In addition to code purples in Wilmington

from Friendship House after serving for and Newark, we have additional winter

almost 18 vears. During her time with us, programming. From November through

she has taught us many things including March, we start morning hospitality at our

dedication, love, and grace. Wilmington Empowerment Center at 5:30.
In addition, we host morning hospitality at

Shirley, vou are a true gift from God. We are First & Central every Saturday from 6:00 to

a better organization after having vou in our 11:00 and on Sundavs we are at Trinity

family, Thank you for these past 18 years. Episcopal from 8:00 to 11:00 following our

Below is a link to an article Shirley wrote Sunday Breakfast at The Episcopal Church

last year reflecting on her time with of Sts. Andrew and Matthew. Donating to

Friendship House. Friendship House supports life-saving
programs like our winter ministry.

Click here to read more
Code Purple

The winter of 20172018 has been cold, and even dangerous, for thenéless and people without heat in their
homes. Friendship House, hosting churches St. Andrew & Matthew Episoagpp&ewark United Methodist
Church, and many volunteers help people with hot soup and friendly conversation during Code Purple periods
when the overnight temperatures fall below 20 degre&etween Christmas and the first week of January, we
broke a record by having 14 days in a row of Code Purple! We serve more than 150 people between our two cod
purple locations each time. An anonymoGsncordmember or resident of Fairfalelped through a generous
donation of blankets and powded creamer Thank you for your support in making this vital ministry possible.

2018 Highmark Wallg June 9

The Highmark Walk for a Healthy Community will be held 9iirs Frawley Stadium, and we hope you will join
us! The Walk will benefit 23 health and human service organizations, including Friendship House. Registration
begins at 7:45anthe 5K Walk begins at 9:00am, and @vige Fun Walk begins at 9:15a@oncordwill join the

fun and good cause with a team this year. Contact John Baringzuiatjm@yahoo.corto sign up for the

Concord team.

If you have a workgroup or school group who might also participate in thificegeram and communitpuilding
event, please sign them uplor more details, setps://www.walkforahealthycommunity.org/whc3/wilm/index.shtml
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PRESBYTERIAMORLOMISSION

N \ —

The Rev. Dr. Karla Ann Koll
Serving in San Jose, Costa Rica
Latin American Biblical University

Presbyterian Church (USA) Mission-@torker
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/missionconnections/tlnev-dr-karlaann-koll/

Dear friends in mission,

Grace and peace to you as we move into February. My history of Christianity students started our work together this terr
exploring variougalendars developed in ancient and medieval times. While most of the month names in our current
calendar derive either from the name of a Roman god, a Roman emperor, or a Roman number, the name February com
from an ancient purification ritual. So, maybFeary be a time of reflection for each of us.

| want to start this monthly letter with a health update. Februatyrarks six years from my breast cancer diagnosis. | am
glad to report that the cervical biopsy | had on Januafyst®bwed only normalsgsue. Thanks to many of you for your
prayers and notes. It will be a few weeks until | will be able to resume all of my normal activities as the biopsy incision
continues to heal.

The Presbyterian Church of Honduras suspended their presbytery meesingdry,Jso my colleague Nidia Fonseca and |

did not travel to Honduras to offer a workshop to begin the second year of the theological formation program the Latin
American Biblical University (UBL) is offering to the church there. Protests against efemtiorén the November 26

elections continued around the country leading up to the inauguration of the second term for Juan Orlando Hernandez o
January 2%. A delegation of US religious leaders went to Honduras to accompany the popular movements gailing

for democracy and respect for the people in Honduras. Former YAV Lora Burge was part of the delegation representing
Presbyterian Peace Fellowship.

We are waiting to see what the conditions in the country will be like after the inaugurdifieimave learned that the

students there are eager to start their new classes. Blanca Aida Rivas and Betzabe Reyes, the UBL graduates who are
facilitating the program, hope to be able to start visiting the groups of students in the different regionsofittigy in
February, if conditions will allow them to travel. We are looking into how to send the materials to Honduras so the group:s
can begin the new courses. Nidia and | will be ready to go to Honduras for a national workshop with our students when t
Presbyterian Church of Honduras indicates that it is possible for people to gather from different parts of the courgry. Plec
keep Blanca Aida and Betzabe, as well as our students there, in your prayers.

Here at the UBL, our classrooms are full thisitdrhave twelve students in the introductory history of Christianity course.
Another eight students are taking the same course with me online. Another group of students, Hispanic pastors serving i
the United Methodist Church in the United States, walltsinother version of this same course on Februéiry/#e are so

happy to receive many people who have decided to come study theology and the Bible in a setting that encourages critic
thinking and a theological vision that promotes wading for allincluding the earth.

The presence of women in the history of Christianity has often been ignored. The continuing education program of the U
called Travesias (Passages), is a space that allows us to explore different topic in online certificéees. [Tdns offering a
OSNIAFTAOFIGS SyiAaidftSRT aLy@AaArAofS bSGHSNI ! ALAYY ¢2gihsNR
on February 8and runs for 12 weeks, has generated a lot of interest.

At the UBL, we are always gladlrieceive groups who decide to travel to Costa Rica from the United States and elsewhere
learn about mission and theology in Latin America. On Februdryal@roup of thirteen people from the Presbyterian

church in Ocean View, Delaware are arrivinggend a week with us. | was able to visit this congregation in 2016 and
welcome them into the circle of churches that support me with their prayers and gifts. | am looking forward to spending a
week with them.


https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/missionconnections/the-rev-dr-karla-ann-koll/
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Closing thoughts

On Febuary 4", Costa Ricans will go to the polls in the first round of presidential elections. Unlike the other countries of tf
region, this country has held regular democratic elections since 1949. This campaign season has been marked by bellig
religious rhetoric, especially after the Interamerican Court for Human Rights issued a binding opinicdanumaiy calling

on the states to recognize the right of all of their citizens to marry. Of the thirteen candidates running, the frontrdheer i
currentpolls is from an evangelical political party. He has taken a stance against gender equality and recognition of the
rights of LGBTQ persons. At the UBL, we are very concerned about the manipulation of religious language and sentimer
ask your prayersof the election process here as the people of Costa Rica choose a path for their future.

As always, thank you for accompanying me and my colleagues with your prayers as we help women and men develop s
to serve their churches and communities. | apeesally grateful for the gifts that make my service here in Costa Rica
possible.

Blessings,
Karla

REMINDER; EMMANUELDININGROOMEAST

Since our day to provide the meal at EDR East is tHiew® did not serve a meal ir .
FebruaryJust a reminder thtall eggs and cookies for March EDR East should be
the kitchen refrigerator by 10:00am on Wednesday, March Z8at is the day that
volunteers Ellin Foote and June Tshwdl} deliver the eggs, cookies, bananas, a
ingredients for the spaghetti luncto be prepared by the EDR staff on March
Thank you for your continued support.

PRAYERHAWLS
/| 2y 0O2NRQ& t NI&SNJ {KIgf 3INRdzL) YSSia Ay GKS {I yOidza NB
join us¢ we supply the pattern, you supptie wool! Did you know that the handmade prayer shawls are kept in a
ol a1Sitd 2dziaiARS GKS tlFraid2NRa h¥FFAOST FyR GKFG @2dz Ol
comfort them? The recipient does not need to be a member of ConChidch. All you have to do is sidye booklet
GKFGdQa 1 S Llko weYaveak&ordof whérétiie prayer shawls are going.

Torill Drury
torill@verizon.net
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Gospel Sunday

March 11
10:30am Worship

Our annual celebration of gospel music with contemporary ensemble and choir welcomes
special guest leria Hess, who specializes in gospel singing.

2 SQf t TS ItingdadBoloDinbrih sstanidards of the gospel repertoire tra new to us, plus
a few hymns and responses straight fréime Presbyterian Hymn&lory to God.

ON HiSHANDS)

An Evening of Spirituals and2 NJB X
with countertenor Gus Mercante & soprano Hope Koehler

Friday, March 16 @ 7:00pm

Concord Preshgrian Church

(see article on next page for additional information)




PECIAGUESTARTISTCONCERT

GLY | A gAnlEVeying®fSpirituals and Momith countertenor Gus Mercante and soprano Hope Koehler on
CNARI &3 al NDK wmc |G Tthissthedé twh fabulouk &tists singidy(sairie bikhdir spedializad
repertoire. Gus, a local native, is an extremely thoughtful and gifted musician; his colleague Dr. Hope Koehler of W
Virginia University is also highly accomplished. See their fulbeiosv:

Described by The New York Times as a "glowing countertefogtistine Mercantesnjoys an active career performing repertoire
from the Baroque to the more recently createtilighlights of recent seasons include multiple performances with the Aare$piritual
Ensemble, including a debut at Avery Fisher Hall, a return to the West Coddessiahwith the Mid-Columbia Symphony, Bach's
Magnificatwith the Delaware Choral Artista, concert featuring airs from William Shiel®ebin Hoodvith Brandyine
Baroque(Wilmington, DE), and histurn to the Oregon Bach Festival as a soloist in B&itristmas Oratoriand Cantata 150

In 2014 he premiered Aaron Grad's @dshioned Love Songs for countertenor and electric theorbo, an instrument which the
composer created and built, and was praised by the Washington Post for hiddtli#d sweetness, exemplary pitch, and a reliably
musical imagination.'He also joined the Delaware Choral ArtiststfodzNJOG i, Ye&Sons of Atie Newark Symphony Orelstra for
its annual holiday concert, arBrandywine Baroque for an allivaldi program.Additionally, Gus joined the American Spiritual Ensemble
(ASE) for a tour of Ireland, France, Spain, and the southern United States and in St. Paul for Minngsdgadiabl

Gus was awarded an Individual Artist Fellowship from the Delaware Division of the Arts, a Vocal Fellow of the Tanglewood M
Center, and waa 2010 Fulbright Scholar.

For winning the 2007 Austrian American Society (of Wilmington, DE) Compe@iis earned a fellowship to study in Salzburg at the
Internationalen Sommerakademie Mozarteum where he was named one of two outstanding vocalists and invited to sing atulge Salzk
Festival. He holds additional awards frothe Bel Canto Vocal Competiti held in Providence, R. Worth Opera Marguerite
McCammon Vocal Competition, Early Music America, the University of Delaware Alumni Association, the National Foundation
Advancement in the Arts, the Five Towns Music and Art Foundation, the Langd Mhasterworks Chorale, the Donna Reed Foundation,
and the National Association of Teachers of Singing.

A founding singing member and board member of the Rainbow Chorale of Delaware, Gus has been recognized many times fc
commitment to the artsn Delaware and contributions to the LGBT communiig. is the founder and Creative Director of LifeSongs, an
organization that provides financial assistance to exemplary charities, individuals with special needs, and noteworthyitgemmun
centered projectsThrough a benefit concert series to fundraise, a divei@itareness program to educate, and the annual awarding of
the John J. Oldigs Memorial Scholarship to further advance the careers of young musicians, LifeSongs has touched hees theoug
world.

Gus maintains a private teaching studio, is on voice faculty at The Music School of Déamdiis, an adjunct instructor at
Wilmington University.

HopeKoehleE &2 LINI y23 gK2aS @2A0S KIFIad 0SSy KSNI f Rténandtie claibn@larifyd ¢
2F [S2yGeyS tNAROS i GKS (2L¥ KF&a FLILISEFENBR ff 238N éaskoéen! y.
heard in recital, concert, and opera. She has appeared imide variety of operasinging tke title roles ofToscaMaria
Stuarda,CarmenFideliQ andMadama Butterfly In addition she has appeared in a variety operetta and musical theatre productions.

I SNI 2NF G2NA2 YR 20G§KSN OK 2 Méssiahl2 NOR G@NelbdMbss s 2 NIReaRIieRDYACrf SRS 14l
Elijai= a 2 TRegNi@naidVesperae solennes di confessore. S S (i $ydphShy MbED w2 S@abayVetera | K f Synihany
No. 2 (Resurrectionand many others.

In June of 2008 Albany Records released Koghder NS O2 NRAYy 3 2 F W2 Kiffe Lugs fPomndthe howfCBuitreet 2
LISNF2NXYSR gAGK WFHYSa 52datlaa a4 GKS LALFYy2d Wdnt Belodigsfeaturing I ¢
unpublished and oubf-print songs of John Jacdbles. This CD was also recorded with James Douglass at the piano.

She is featured soloist with the worteénowned American Spiritual Ensemble and can be heard on th&@l@Dsly of the Valley, The
Spirit of the Holidaysind Swing Low, Sweet Chariatswell as the DVD and PBS documentahe Spituals.

In addition to serving as Associate Professor of Voice at West Virginia University, Koehler serves on the voice facKiynufdky
D2@ZSNYy2NRa {OKz22f TFT2NJ G§KS | NIBéhaol for the ArtS Shie alsoservieKos thet facyity & thel ASrgricdd:
Institute of Musical Studies (AIMS) in Graz, Austria.

Koehler received her Bachelor of Arts degree in Voice Performance and Music Education at Lipscomb University in Nash
Tennesse, and her Master of Music degree in Voice Performance at the University of Alabama. Her Doctor of Musical Arts in Vo
Performance was completed at the University of Kentucky in Lexington, where she studied with tenor Everett McCorvey,aaind sopr
Gail Rbinson.
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JOIN US FOR A

NEW YORK CITY BUS TRIP
Wed.,May 16 2018

Concod Presbyterian Church
(Bus leaves from parking lot at 7:15am; return is approximately 8:30pm)
Reserved Tickets ~ $fperson

Enjoy a Broadway show, museum, shopping, or just see the sights. Bus departs from the Concord
parking lot at 7:15am shar@and leaves NYC at 6:00pm to return around 8:30pm. (The bus will drapaf
pick upnear the TKTS Discount Booth on Times Square

Gontact the Church Office abargaret.oboyle@concordpc.oar 302/6549652to reserve your seat now!
[We must sell at least 35 tickets or trip will be cancelled and payments refunded.]

PRESCHOOHAPPENINGS

X

Registration for the 2018019 school year continuedfyou areinterested

in enrolling in the programplea® stop by the Preschool Office and pick up
the registration forms.You can also call58-9629 to have a registration
packet sent to you.

Summer Registration is now opdor children ages 1 through @ontact the
Preschool Office for information.

Concord Preschool Night at the Blue RoakBriday, May 4, 7:00pmCome
watch the Blue Rocks pléhe Frederick Keys, and stay for the fireworks after
the game. Tickets are $10/person, and all are invited to join us!!! Stop by the
Preschool Office to place your order before Magth

Concord Preschool is looking for substitute®o you enjoy workingvith
children? Would you like to make a little extra money? The Preschool serves
children ages b years old and is open 7:15am5pm. We especially need
people who can work either early morning hours or afternoons after 2:00pm.
Call Pat Armbruster or LidBigalow (659€629) if interested.
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