
 

 

                                                                                             

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
  

 
 

My God, my God ς why hast Thou forsaken me? Psalm 22:1 
 

I cannot forget the picture of the woman comforting a child after the shooting in Florida, the tears streaming down 

her face highlighted by the ashen cross on her forehead. Seventeen young lives ς seventeen lives that are added to 

ǎƻ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŀƭǘŀǊ ǿŜ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴǎ ƘŀǾŜ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ΨǊƛƎƘǘǎΦΩ 
 

When I was growing up, my father used to say that our rights should never be more 

important than our responsibilities. Perhaps not less ς but never more. One amendment 

should never over shadow all others. 
 

We are in the season of Lent. A time when we face our mortality ς ashes to ashes, dust 

to dust. This acknowledgement honors the precious gift of life. That life is wonderful and 

beautiful and bittersweet and hard ς and short. 
 

That God so loves the world ς ǘƘŀǘ DƻŘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǿŀƛǘ ǳƴǘƛƭ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ ŀƭƭ ŘŜŀŘ ǘƻ ǎƻǊǘ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ƻǳǘΦ DƻŘ ǎŜƴǘ WŜǎǳǎ 

because how we live here is vital to God. We are loved in all our wondrous humanity ς with all our shortcomings 

and graces. Our smiles and our tears. 
 

I must believe that life is more important than owning a gun designed to kill humans ς not to hunt deer. Sadly, 

whenŜǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ƻŦ ΨǊƛƎƘǘǎΩ ŎƻƳŜ ǳǇΣ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǎŀǘƛƻƴ ǎƘǳǘǎ ŘƻǿƴΦ ¢Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ǎŀŘΦ ²Ŝ ǎŜŜƳ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ƳƻǾŜŘ ŀǿŀȅ 

from intelligent conversation on hard issues into entrenched camps of easy sayings. 
 

We do not serve a God of violence. We do not serve a God of trauma and despair. Most Biblical scholars believe 

ǘƘŀǘ tǎŀƭƳ нн ǿŀǎ ƴŜǾŜǊ ƳŜŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǎǘŀƴŘ ŀƭƻƴŜΤ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ tǎŀƭƳ ноΣ ά¢ƘŜ [ƻǊŘ ƛǎ Ƴȅ ǎƘŜǇƘŜǊŘΦέ ²ƘŜƴ 

Jesus utters those words on the cross in his utter despair and trauma ς after the powers of the time exercised their 

ΨǊƛƎƘǘΩ ǘƻ ŎǊǳŎƛŦȅ ƘƛƳ ς there is the undertone of grace. ά9ǾŜƴ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ L ǿŀƭƪ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ǾŀƭƭŜȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎƘŀŘƻǿ ƻŦ 

ŘŜŀǘƘΣ ¢Ƙƻǳ ŀǊǘ ǿƛǘƘ ƳŜΦέ 
 

Iƻƭȅ ²ŜŜƪ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ aŀǊŎƘΦ ²Ŝ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǿƛǘƘ WŜǎǳǎΩ ǘǊƛǳƳǇƘŀƭ ƳŀǊŎƘ ƛƴǘƻ WŜǊǳǎŀƭŜƳΦ ²Ŝ ƘŜŀǊ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎΩ ŦƛƴŜǎǘ 

teaching, and we see how he responds to the greed and death that surround Jerusalem. 
 

Humanity will try to silence his indignation at how people are being treated. Humanity will try to silence his 

forgiveness of all. Humanity will try to silence his love. 
 

But they will fail. 
 

In prayer for all, 

Pastor Elizabeth 
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INTERIM REFLECTIONS 
 

It has been five months since I came to Concord. During that time, we have gotten to know each, celebrated 

Christmas, and are now in the season of Lent. From an interim standpoint, I have worked with the Nominating 

Committee to help them listen for the call of God to certain members to become Elders and Deacons. We have a 

full slate this year, which will make the work we need to do much easier. I suggested that we print an annual 

report this year and make sure to lift up the accomplishments of Concord during the annual meeting. This work 

was well-received. 

I have spent much of my time in training of Elders and Deacons. We had a 

very productive, daylong meeting in January. Your church officers looked 

ƘƻƴŜǎǘƭȅ ŀǘ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƻǊƪǎ ŀƴŘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǿƻǊƪ ǿƛǘƘ 

Concord. It has become obvious that the new team system put together 

under Lynn last year is not working effectively. There are serious 

communication gaps and certain important work that is not being addressed. 

These items need to be confronted and solved before a new pastor comes.  It 

was recognized that we needed to take the time to do some deep spiritual 

ƛƴǘǊƻǎǇŜŎǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ƭƛǎǘŜƴ ǘƻ DƻŘΩǎ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ for Concord. This has led to the calling 

of a Mission Initiative that you are reading about elsewhere in the Courier 

and Concord Connects.  It is exciting work and will provide the foundation for 

the Presbytery mission study. 

Much of my work as an interim is this deep work with the church officers.  

Kathie Pownall is spending a significant amount of time working with the Deacons to discern how they might 

ōŜǘǘŜǊ ŀƴǎǿŜǊ DƻŘΩǎ ŎŀƭƭΦ {ƘŜ ƛǎ ŀ ǘǊŜƳŜƴŘƻǳǎ ŀǎǎŜǘ ǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΦ ²Ŝ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ǘƻ ŀǎǎƛst 

Concord in its pastoral care needs. 

I have spent time listening to small groups in the church about what they feel are the underlying strengths of 

Concord. We also discussed the ways we can move forward in faith. These conversations will continue, and 

there will be opportunities for all of you to contribute. 

aǳŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘŜǊƛƳ ǘƛƳŜ ǎŜŜƳǎ ǘƻ Ŧƛǘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƻƭŘ άǎǿŀƴέ ŀƴŀƭƻƎȅΦ bƻǘhing much seems to be 

happening on the surface of the pond ς but underneath the swan is madly swimming. 

If you have concerns about how this process is going, please come and talk to me. I welcome all the insights of 

this congregation. If you have any concerns about my ministry, I would welcome the opportunity to discuss 

them with you. 

Pastor Elizabeth 



 

 

WHATȭS UP IN WORSHIP 

     
  

 

9:30am ς !Řǳƭǘ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ όWŜǎǎƛŜΩǎ wƻƻƳύ  

9:45am ς Book Group (Sanctuary Lounge) 

10:00am ς Youth Choir and Bells 

10:30am ς Worship in the Sanctuary 

~ 10:45am ς /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ {ŜǊƳƻƴκ[Ŝǎǎƻƴ 

10:50am-11:30am ς Sunday School for preK-grade 8 (*No classes on Communion Sundays) 

Childcare available before and during worship (9:45-11:30am) in F207 

 

Sunday, March 4 Third Sunday in Lent Rev. Kathie Pownall preaching 

  /ƻƳƳǳƴƛƻƴΣ 5ŜŀŎƻƴǎΩ CǳƴŘ hŦŦŜǊƛƴƎΣ bƻ {ǳƴŘŀȅ {ŎƘƻƻƭϝ 

  Lenten Supper/Bible Study ς рΥллǇƳ ƛƴ WŜǎǎƛŜΩǎ wƻƻƳ 

 

Sunday, March 11 Fourth Sunday in Lent ς Gospel Sunday Rev. Elizabeth Lyman preaching 

  Chili/Soup Cook-off & Chocolate Challenge ς 11:30am in Fellowship Hall 

  Lenten Supper/Bible Study ς рΥллǇƳ ƛƴ WŜǎǎƛŜΩǎ wƻƻƳ 

 

Sunday, March 18 Fifth Sunday in Lent Elizabeth Lyman preaching 

  Lenten Supper/Bible Study ς рΥллǇƳ ƛƴ WŜǎǎƛŜΩǎ wƻƻƳ 

     

Sunday, March 25 Palm Sunday ς Procession of the Palms, Communion Elizabeth Lyman preaching 

  No Sunday School*, One Great Hour of Sharing Offering received 

 

Thursday, March 29 Maundy Thursday/Tenebrae Service, Communion 7:00pm in the Sanctuary 

 

Friday, March 30 Good Friday ς Stations of the Cross Noon @ Trinity Presbyterian 

 Rev. Elizabeth Lyman assisting 

 

Sunday, April 1 Easter Day One Great Hour of Sharing 

  7:00am Sunrise Service @ Trinity Presbyterian Church (Rev. Elizabeth Lyman preaching) 

8:45-10:00am Pancake Breakfast in Fellowship Hall 

10:30am Worship with communion & special music in the Sanctuary 

/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ 9ŀǎǘŜǊ 9ƎƎ Iǳƴǘ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇ 

[No Sunday School classes] 



 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
 

ADULT CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
 

ü Creed: What Christians Believe and Why   Suns., March 4 ς April 15, 9:30-млΥнлŀƳΣ WŜǎǎƛŜΩǎ wƻƻƳ 

This six-week DVD series by Adam Hamilton looks at the !ǇƻǎǘƭŜǎΩ /ǊŜŜŘ, an historic statement of 

foundational Christian faith. Hamilton is a master at explaining questions of faith in a down-to-earth 

fashion. Come join the discussion! 
 

No Adult Education classes on Easter Sunday, April 1. 
  

ü Concord Book Club  Sundays @ 9:45-10:25am, Sanctuary Lounge  

We are currently reading and discussing Orphan Train by Christina Baker Kline. Questions? Contact 

Heather Janas (hljanas@gmail.com) or Christina Pressley (christina.pressley@concordpc.org). 

 

ü Mug & Muffin Bible Study  Wednesdays @ 9:30am, Sanctuary Lounge 

Join Pastor Elizabeth or our guest preacher for a thought-provoking discussion of the text for Sunday 

ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎΩǎ ǎŜǊƳƻƴΦ /ƻƳŜΣ ŜƴƧƻȅ ǘƘŜ ŦŜƭƭƻǿǎƘƛǇΧŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƳǳŦŦƛƴǎΗ  
 

ü Thaddeus !ǊŎ aŜƴΩǎ .ƛōƭŜ {ǘǳŘȅ [ǳƴŎƘ  Thursdays @ 11:30am, Library 

²Ŝ ƎŜǘ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ŜǾŜǊȅ ǿŜŜƪ ŦƻǊ ŀ άōǊƻǿƴ ōŀƎ ƭǳƴŎƘέ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ƛōƭŜ ƭŜŎǘƛƻƴŀǊȅ ǇŀǎǎŀƎŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 

coming Sunday. Our meetings are brief, informative, and fun. We attend when we can ς give it a try! 

 

ü Faith in Literature  Monday, March 19 @ 1:00pm 

/ƻƴŎƻǊŘΩǎ ōƻƻƪ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƳŜŜǘǎ ƳƻƴǘƘƭȅ ǘƻ ǊŜŀŘ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎ ŦŀƛǘƘ-based literature. Our next meeting will be Monday, 

March 19, 1:00pm, at the home of Joyce Johnson (1005 S. Hilton Road, Oak Lane Manor, 302/655-3411). The 

reading assignment from 50 Great StoriesΣ ŜŘΦ ōȅ aƛƭǘƻƴ /ǊŀƴŜΥ άLǾȅ 5ŀȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ wƻƻƳέ ōȅ WŀƳŜǎ WƻȅŎŜ 

ŀƴŘ ά¢ƘŜ /ƘǊȅǎŀƴǘƘŜƳǳƳǎέ ōȅ WƻƘƴ {ǘŜƛƴōŜŎƪΦ 
 

ü Lenten Bible Study Suns. through March 18, 5:00-тΥллǇƳΣ WŜǎǎƛŜΩǎ wƻƻƳ 

 

Restoring  Balance 

A Lenten Study on Healing 

Sundays through March 18ȟ *ÅÓÓÉÅȭÓ 2ÏÏÍ 

5:00 ɀ Dinner; 5:30 -7:00pm ɀ Study 
 

March 4 -  What is Healing?  

¶ Ȱ(ÅÁÌÉÎÇ ÎÅÖÅÒ ÔÁËÅÓ ÙÏÕ ÂÁÃË ÔÏ ×ÈÅÒÅ ÙÏÕ ×ÅÒÅȟ ÉÔ ÁÌ×ÁÙÓ ÔÁËÅÓ ÙÏÕ ÓÏÍÅÐÌÁÃÅ ÎÅ×Ȣȱ 
 

 

March 11 - Reconciliation and He aling: The spirit of forgiveness  

¶ Ȱ,ÏÒÄȟ ÍÁËÅ ÍÅ ÁÎ ÉÎÓÔÒÕÍÅÎÔ ÏÆ ÔÈy peace! That where there is hatred, I may bring love. That where there is 

×ÒÏÎÇȟ ) ÍÁÙ ÂÒÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÓÐÉÒÉÔ ÏÆ ÆÏÒÇÉÖÅÎÅÓÓȢȱ from The Prayer of St. Francis of Assisi 
 

 

March 18 - Sources of Healing and a Healing Service  

¶ 4ÈÅ ÈÏÒÓÅ ÓÁÉÄȟ Ȱ9ÏÕ ÂÅÃÁÍÅȢ )Ô ÔÁËÅÓ Á ÌÏÎÇ ÔÉÍÅȢ 4ÈÁÔȭÓ ×ÈÙ ÉÔ ÄÏÅÓÎȭÔ ÈÁÐÐÅÎ ÏÆÔÅÎ ÔÏ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ×ÈÏ ÂÒÅÁË ÅÁÓÉÌÙȟ 

ÏÒ ÈÁÖÅ ÓÈÁÒÐ ÅÄÇÅÓȟ ÏÒ ×ÈÏ ÈÁÖÅ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÃÁÒÅÆÕÌÌÙ ËÅÐÔȢ 'ÅÎÅÒÁÌÌÙȟ ÂÙ ÔÈÅ ÔÉÍÅ ÙÏÕ ÁÒÅ 2ÅÁÌȟ ÔÈÅÓÅ ÔÈÉÎÇÓ ÄÏÎȭÔ 

matÔÅÒ ÁÔ ÁÌÌȟ ÂÅÃÁÕÓÅ ÏÎÃÅ ÙÏÕ ÁÒÅ 2ÅÁÌ ÙÏÕ ÃÁÎȭÔ ÂÅ ÕÇÌÙȟ ÅØÃÅÐÔ ÔÏ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ×ÈÏ ÄÏÎȭÔ ÕÎÄÅÒÓÔÁÎÄȢȱ 
    Margery Williams, The Velveteen Rabbit 

mailto:hljanas@gmail.com
mailto:christina.pressley@concordpc.org


 

SUNDAY SCHOOL & FAMILY ACTIVITIES  

 
Family Ministries Potluck Lunch ς March 4  

Concord families are invited to join us on Sunday, March 4th following worship for an informal 

potluck lunch in Fellowship Hall with Pastor Elizabeth to hear about what would make your 

experience at church a deeper and richer one ς for both you and your children. This information 

will assist in the visioning work the Session is currently doing and will help us make decisions about 

the future of CPC. This gathering is for ALL families who participate in worship and activities at 

Concord, whether they are members or not. We want to hear from everyone! A video or activity will 

be provided for children and youth while the adults talk. The conversation will last about an hour. Please let Carly 

Twilley know if you will be able to attend (carlytwilley@gmail.com or 302-584-6035). We hope to see you there! 

 

Sunday School 

Palm Sunday, March 25 and Easter Sunday, April 1: All children and youth will participate in worship for 

these special Holy Days! An Easter Egg Hunt is planned for after worship on Easter Sunday. 

 

 
aŀǊƪ ¸ƻǳǊ /ŀƭŜƴŘŀǊǎΧ 
 

On Sunday, April 15, Pastor Elizabeth is inviting all young people from the ages of 8 to 15 to come 

with their parents and learn more about communion. This is a chance for parents and children to 

explore what communion means in language that children can understand. ²ŜΩƭƭ ƳŜŜǘ ŦƻǊ ŀōƻǳǘ 

ŀƴ ƘƻǳǊ ƛƴ WŜǎǎƛŜΩǎ wƻƻƳ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇ ς bring along a snack and drink from the  

Concord Connects coffee hour.   

 

 

   Soup/Chili Cook-Off 

  & 

Chocolate Challenge 
 

    Sunday, March 11 

following Gospel Sunday worship 
 

Enjoy a delicious hot lunch and decadent desserts ς all while supporting  

the Middle School Youth Conference at Massanetta Springs! 
    

Want to just dine? Simply show up! 
       
Ready to compete for the coveted crown? Fill out the enclosed entry form (last page) for 

either the Cook-Off or Challenge and return it to Christina Pressley, along with your $5.00 

entry fee and a copy of your recipe, by Sunday, March 4.  

mailto:carlytwilley@gmail.com


 

Easter Sunday, April 1 
following 10:30am worship 

 
 

Children are invited to bring a basket (we will have extras J)  

and collect as many Easter eggs as they can find!   

There will be two hunts: one on the front lawn for  

children through age 4 and one in the courtyard playground for 

children in K-grade 5. Once the children have collected the 

eggs, they will trade them in for an Easter Goodie Bag! Please 

RSVP so we can prepare enough goodie bags to go around:  

302/654-9652 or christina.pressley@concordpc.org. 

 
           

 

 
 

All are invited to join us for a 

Pancake Breakfast 
Easter Sunday, April 1 

8:45 ς 10:00am 

Fellowship Hall 
 

Sponsored by Family Ministries 

Proceeds benefit Middle School Conference trip 

 

 
 

        

YOUTH GROUP SCHEDULE & EVENTS 
 

Saturday, March 3  7:00pm, Springer Middle School 

The Little Mermaid 

Meet at Springer Middle School at 7:00pm to see Lucas Kroon in the male lead of The Little 

MermaidΦ ²ŜΩƭƭ ǎƛǘ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎƘƻǿΣ ǘƘŜƴ ƎǊŀō ǎƻƳŜ ƛŎŜ cream afterwards  

 

Sunday, March 11  9:30am-1:00pm 

Soup/Chili Cook-Off & Chocolate Challenge 

hǳǊ ŦŀǾƻǊƛǘŜ C¦bŘǊŀƛǎŜǊ ƛǎ ōŀŎƪ ŀƎŀƛƴΣ ǎƻ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ǎƻǊǘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǊŜŎƛǇŜǎ ŀƴŘ ōǊƛƴƎ ǎŀƳǇƭŜǎ ƻŦ 

ȅƻǳǊ ŦŀǾƻǊƛǘŜ ǘƻ ǎŜƭƭ ŦƻǊ ϷмκǘŀǎǘŜΗ ²ƘŜǘƘŜǊ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ŘŜƭƛŎious soup, a spicy chili, or a yummy chocolate 

ŘŜǎǎŜǊǘΣ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻŎŜŜŘǎ ǿƛƭƭ Ǝƻ ǘƻǿŀǊŘ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǳƳƳŜǊΩǎ aƛŘŘƭŜ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ¸ƻǳǘƘ /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜΦ .Ŝ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƻ 

let Christina know what you are making by March 4. We will need ALL hands on deck (parents, too!) 

at 9:30am in Fellowship Hall for setting up tables, supplies, signs, tickets, etc. 
 

Sunday, March 18   5:00-7:00pm 

Can I See Your ID? 

Are you an athlete? Musician? The smart kid? Is that who you really are, or just what others see you as? You are 

wonderfully made in GoŘΩǎ ŜȅŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƭŀōŜƭǎΦ {Ǉend some time identifying with who you truly 

are and celebrate YOU!  

mailto:christina.pressley@concordpc.org


CONCORD WOMEN 

    
MARY CIRCLE MEETING DATES 

 

Monday, March 5 @ 1:00pm  

Susan Hofmann, 102 Weldin Park Drive, Weldin Park (302/762-0863) 
 

Monday, April 2 @ 1:00pm 

Torill Drury, 1701 Century Lane, Chadds Ford (610/361-0922) 
 

 
 

DEACONS 
 

Dear faithful members of Concord, 
  

!ǎ ŀ ǊŜǎǳƭǘ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ aƛǎǎƛƻƴ {ǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƻŦŦƛŎŜǊΩǎ ǊŜǘǊŜŀǘ ƛƴ WŀƴǳŀǊȅΣ ǘƘŜ 5ŜŀŎƻƴǎ ŀǊŜ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ƻƴ 

a transformation of our current model. Going forward we would like our focus to be Deacons as God intended us 

to be ς  in simple terms, the arms of the church. This creates an opportunity for congregants to perform some of 

the tasks that Deacons have previously been responsible for. Do you hear God calling you to share your gifts with 

your church family? Are you feeling a gentle nudge to get more involved, but in ways that do NOT include 

meetings? Is there something you can do from home that brings you closer to your church family? ²ƻƴΩǘ ȅƻǳ 

please give some thought to the opportunities listed below?  
  

Á Monthly Pew Rack Maintenance 

Á Scheduling Worship Communion and In-Home Communion Servers 

Á Scheduling Flower Delivery 

Á Deacon-In-Charge (open and prepare the church building for worship, support 

the Pastor and other worship leaders to ensure services run smoothly, and 

secure the facilities after worship) 
  

If anything sounds of interest to you, please feel free to call me at 302-762-4115 or 

email btwilley@vicmead.com. I would be happy to explain the duties, ŀƴŘ LΩƳ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ 5ŜŀŎƻƴ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŀ 

willing mentor. 
  

Thank you for your prayerful consideration, 

Bonnie Twilley 

  
 

FLOWER GUILD 
 

Easter Decorating Dates 
 

EasǘŜǊ ŀǊǊƛǾŜǎ ŀ ōƛǘ ŜŀǊƭȅ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΧ ƭŜǘΩǎ ƘƻǇŜ ǿŀǊƳ ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊ ƛǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊŜŎŀǎǘΣ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭΗ 

All are welcome to help us prepare the Sanctuary for Palm Sunday and Easter! Please 

mark your calendars for the following dates: 
 

Friday, March 23 @ 9:30am: Strip palms for Palm Sunday 
 

Friday, March 30 @ 9:30am: Decorate Sanctuary for Easter 
 

Dottie Harding & Carol Schlegel, Co-chairs   

mailto:btwilley@vicmead.com


όŎƻƴǘΩŘύ 

A Time to Remember 
 

Easter is a time to welcome spring, but also a time to remember loved ones. Each year the Flower Guild fills the Sanctuary 

with lilies and other spring flowers that have been donated by those wishing to honor or remember a loved one or 

friend. After the service, these flowers are shared with those in our Concord family who have lost a loved one during 

the past year. If you would like to contribute one of these plants, simply write a check for $15 payable to Concord 

Presbyterian Church, memo: Easter Flowers, and place in the offering. Please include a note as to how the bulletin 

dedication should read. Designated envelopes will be available in the pews.    
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

DISCIPLESHIP IN THE WORLD 
 

Around the world, millions of people lack access to sustainable 

food sources, clean water, sanitation, education, and 

opportunity. The three programs supported by One Great Hour 

of Sharing ς Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, Presbyterian 

Hunger Program, and Self-Development of People ς all work in 

different ways to serve individuals and communities in need. 

From initial disaster response to ongoing community 

development, their work fits together to provide people with 

safety, sustenance, and hope. 
 

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (PDA) ς 32%  

Á Works alongside communities as they recover and find hope 

after the devastation of natural or human-caused disasters 

and offers support for refugees. 
 

Presbyterian Hunger Program (PHP) ς 36%  

Á Takes action to alleviate hunger, care for creation, and 

address the systemic causes of poverty so all may be fed. 
 

Self-Development of People (SDOP) ς 32%  

Á Partners with communities, responding to their experiences 

of oppression, poverty, and injustice, and educates 

Presbyterians about the impact of these issues. 
 

One Great Hour of Sharing offering  

will be received throughout the Lenten season.  

Look for designated envelopes in the pews. 



 
 

Friendship House Corner 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

CI /ƻǊƴŜǊ όŎƻƴǘΩŘύ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

CI /ƻǊƴŜǊ όŎƻƴǘΩŘύ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Code Purple  

The winter of 2017-2018 has been cold, and even dangerous, for the homeless and people without heat in their 

homes. Friendship House, hosting churches St. Andrew & Matthew Episcopal and Newark United Methodist 

Church, and many volunteers help people with hot soup and friendly conversation during Code Purple periods 

when the overnight temperatures fall below 20 degrees. Between Christmas and the first week of January, we 

broke a record by having 14 days in a row of Code Purple! We serve more than 150 people between our two code 

purple locations each time. An anonymous Concord member or resident of Fairfax helped through a generous 

donation of blankets and powdered creamer. Thank you for your support in making this vital ministry possible. 

 

2018 Highmark Walk ς June 9 

The Highmark Walk for a Healthy Community will be held June 9th at Frawley Stadium, and we hope you will join 

us! The Walk will benefit 23 health and human service organizations, including Friendship House. Registration 

begins at 7:45am, the 5K Walk begins at 9:00am, and One-Mile Fun Walk begins at 9:15am. Concord will join the 

fun and good cause with a team this year. Contact John Barineau at barinejm@yahoo.com to sign up for the 

Concord team.  
 

If you have a workgroup or school group who might also participate in this terrific team and community-building 

event, please sign them up! For more details, see https://www.walkforahealthycommunity.org/whc3/wilm/index.shtml. 

 

mailto:barinejm@yahoo.com
https://www.walkforahealthycommunity.org/whc3/wilm/index.shtml


PRESBYTERIAN WORLD MISSION 
 

 

 

 The Rev. Dr. Karla Ann Koll 

Serving in San Jose, Costa Rica 

Latin American Biblical University 

Presbyterian Church (USA) Mission Co-Worker 

https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/missionconnections/the-rev-dr-karla-ann-koll/ 

 

Dear friends in mission, 

Grace and peace to you as we move into February. My history of Christianity students started our work together this term by 
exploring various calendars developed in ancient and medieval times. While most of the month names in our current 

calendar derive either from the name of a Roman god, a Roman emperor, or a Roman number, the name February comes 
from an ancient purification ritual. So, may February be a time of reflection for each of us. 
 

I want to start this monthly letter with a health update. February 1st marks six years from my breast cancer diagnosis. I am 
glad to report that the cervical biopsy I had on January 19th showed only normal tissue. Thanks to many of you for your 

prayers and notes. It will be a few weeks until I will be able to resume all of my normal activities as the biopsy incision 

continues to heal. 
 

The Presbyterian Church of Honduras suspended their presbytery meeting in January, so my colleague Nidia Fonseca and I 
did not travel to Honduras to offer a workshop to begin the second year of the theological formation program the Latin 

American Biblical University (UBL) is offering to the church there. Protests against electoral fraud in the November 26th 

elections continued around the country leading up to the inauguration of the second term for Juan Orlando Hernandez on 
January 27th. A delegation of US religious leaders went to Honduras to accompany the popular movements who are calling 

for democracy and respect for the people in Honduras. Former YAV Lora Burge was part of the delegation representing the 
Presbyterian Peace Fellowship. 
 

We are waiting to see what the conditions in the country will be like after the inauguration. We have learned that the 

students there are eager to start their new classes. Blanca Aida Rivas and Betzabe Reyes, the UBL graduates who are 

facilitating the program, hope to be able to start visiting the groups of students in the different regions of the country in 

February, if conditions will allow them to travel. We are looking into how to send the materials to Honduras so the groups 
can begin the new courses. Nidia and I will be ready to go to Honduras for a national workshop with our students when the 
Presbyterian Church of Honduras indicates that it is possible for people to gather from different parts of the country. Please 

keep Blanca Aida and Betzabe, as well as our students there, in your prayers. 
 

Here at the UBL, our classrooms are full this term. I have twelve students in the introductory history of Christianity course. 
Another eight students are taking the same course with me online. Another group of students, Hispanic pastors serving in 
the United Methodist Church in the United States, will start another version of this same course on February 5th. We are so 

happy to receive many people who have decided to come study theology and the Bible in a setting that encourages critical 
thinking and a theological vision that promotes well-being for all, including the earth. 
  
The presence of women in the history of Christianity has often been ignored. The continuing education program of the UBL, 
called Travesias (Passages), is a space that allows us to explore different topic in online certificates. This term I am offering a 
ŎŜǊǘƛŦƛŎŀǘŜ ŜƴǘƛǘƭŜŘΣ άLƴǾƛǎƛōƭŜ bŜǾŜǊ !ƎŀƛƴΥ ¢ƻǿŀǊŘ ŀ CŜƳƛƴƛǎǘ ±ƛǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ IƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴƛǘȅέΦ ¢ƘŜ ŎƻǳǊǎŜΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ōŜƎins 

on February 5th and runs for 12 weeks, has generated a lot of interest. 
  
At the UBL, we are always glad to receive groups who decide to travel to Costa Rica from the United States and elsewhere to 
learn about mission and theology in Latin America. On February 10th, a group of thirteen people from the Presbyterian 
church in Ocean View, Delaware are arriving to spend a week with us. I was able to visit this congregation in 2016 and 

welcome them into the circle of churches that support me with their prayers and gifts. I am looking forward to spending a 
week with them. 
 

https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/missionconnections/the-rev-dr-karla-ann-koll/


YŀǊƭŀ Yƻƭƭ όŎƻƴǘΩŘύ 
 

Closing thoughts 
On February 4th, Costa Ricans will go to the polls in the first round of presidential elections. Unlike the other countries of the 

region, this country has held regular democratic elections since 1949. This campaign season has been marked by belligerent 
religious rhetoric, especially after the Interamerican Court for Human Rights issued a binding opinion in mid-January calling 

on the states to recognize the right of all of their citizens to marry. Of the thirteen candidates running, the frontrunner in the 
current polls is from an evangelical political party. He has taken a stance against gender equality and recognition of the 
rights of LGBTQ persons. At the UBL, we are very concerned about the manipulation of religious language and sentiments. I 
ask your prayers for the election process here as the people of Costa Rica choose a path for their future. 
  
As always, thank you for accompanying me and my colleagues with your prayers as we help women and men develop skills 
to serve their churches and communities. I am especially grateful for the gifts that make my service here in Costa Rica 

possible. 
 

Blessings, 

Karla 
 

 

 

REMINDER ς EMMANUEL DINING ROOM EAST 

Since our day to provide the meal at EDR East is the 29th, we did not serve a meal in 

February. Just a reminder that all eggs and cookies for March EDR East should be in 

the kitchen refrigerator by 10:00am on Wednesday, March 28. That is the day that 

volunteers Ellin Foote and June Tshudy will deliver the eggs, cookies, bananas, and 

ingredients for the spaghetti lunch to be prepared by the EDR staff on March 29. 

Thank you for your continued support. 
 

 

 

PRAYER SHAWLS 
/ƻƴŎƻǊŘΩǎ tǊŀȅŜǊ {Ƙŀǿƭ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƳŜŜǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ {ŀƴŎǘǳŀǊȅ [ƻǳƴƎŜ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ aƻƴŘŀȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴǘƘ ŀǘ мΥллǇƳΦ !ƴȅƻƴŜ Ŏŀƴ 

join us ς we supply the pattern, you supply the wool! Did you know that the handmade prayer shawls are kept in a 

ōŀǎƪŜǘ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ tŀǎǘƻǊΩǎ hŦŦƛŎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ƘŜƭǇ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ ǘƻ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ƴŜŜŘƛƴƎ ǎƻƳŜ ƭƻǾƛƴƎ ǎǘƛǘŎƘŜǎ ǘƻ 

comfort them? The recipient does not need to be a member of Concord Church. All you have to do is sign the booklet 

ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ƪŜǇǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōŀǎƪŜǘ, so we have a record of where the prayer shawls are going. 

Torill Drury 

torill@verizon.net   
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THE INCHOIRER 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gospel Sunday 
March 11 

10:30am Worship 
 

Our annual celebration of gospel music with contemporary ensemble and choir welcomes  

special guest Maria Hess, who specializes in gospel singing. 
 

²ŜΩƭƭ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǘtings of Rolo Dilworth, standards of the gospel repertoire that are new to us, plus  

a few hymns and responses straight from the Presbyterian Hymnal Glory to God. 

 
 
 

Ȱ)N HIS HANDSȱ 
 

 

 

 

 
An Evening of Spirituals and MƻǊŜΧ 

with countertenor Gus Mercante & soprano Hope Koehler 
 

Friday, March 16 @ 7:00pm 

Concord Presbyterian Church 

(see article on next page for additional information) 



SPECIAL GUEST ARTIST CONCERT 
άLƴ Iƛǎ IŀƴŘǎέ ς An Evening of Spirituals and More with countertenor Gus Mercante and soprano Hope Koehler on 

CǊƛŘŀȅΣ aŀǊŎƘ мс ŀǘ тΥллǇƳ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ {ŀƴŎǘǳŀǊȅΦ 5ƻƴΩt miss these two fabulous artists singing some of their specialized 

repertoire. Gus, a local native, is an extremely thoughtful and gifted musician; his colleague Dr. Hope Koehler of West 

Virginia University is also highly accomplished. See their full bios below: 
 

Described by The New York Times as a "glowing countertenor," Augustine Mercante enjoys an active career performing repertoire 

from the Baroque to the more recently created.  Highlights of recent seasons include multiple performances with the American Spiritual 

Ensemble, including a debut at Avery Fisher Hall, a return to the West Coast for Messiah with the Mid-Columbia Symphony, Bach's 

Magnificat with the Delaware Choral Artists, a concert featuring airs from William Shield's Robin Hood with Brandywine 

Baroque (Wilmington, DE), and his return to the Oregon Bach Festival as a soloist in Bach's Christmas Oratorio and Cantata 150. 

In 2014 he premiered Aaron Grad's Old-Fashioned Love Songs for countertenor and electric theorbo, an instrument which the 

composer created and built, and was praised by the Washington Post for his "full-bodied sweetness, exemplary pitch, and a reliably 

musical imagination."  He also joined the Delaware Choral Artists for tǳǊŎŜƭƭΩǎ Come, Ye Sons of Art, the Newark Symphony Orchestra for 

its annual holiday concert, and Brandywine Baroque for an all-Vivaldi program.  Additionally, Gus joined the American Spiritual Ensemble 

(ASE) for a tour of Ireland, France, Spain, and the southern United States and in St. Paul for Minnesota Public Radio. 

Gus was awarded an Individual Artist Fellowship from the Delaware Division of the Arts, a Vocal Fellow of the Tanglewood Music 

Center, and was a 2010 Fulbright Scholar. 

For winning the 2007 Austrian American Society (of Wilmington, DE) Competition, Gus earned a fellowship to study in Salzburg at the 

Internationalen Sommerakademie Mozarteum where he was named one of two outstanding vocalists and invited to sing at the Salzburg 

Festival.  He holds additional awards from the Bel Canto Vocal Competition held in Providence, RI, Ft. Worth Opera Marguerite 

McCammon Vocal Competition, Early Music America, the University of Delaware Alumni Association, the National Foundation for 

Advancement in the Arts, the Five Towns Music and Art Foundation, the Long Island Masterworks Chorale, the Donna Reed Foundation, 

and the National Association of Teachers of Singing. 

     A founding singing member and board member of the Rainbow Chorale of Delaware, Gus has been recognized many times for his 

commitment to the arts in Delaware and contributions to the LGBT community.  He is the founder and Creative Director of LifeSongs, an 

organization that provides financial assistance to exemplary charities, individuals with special needs, and noteworthy community-

centered projects. Through a benefit concert series to fundraise, a diversity-awareness program to educate, and the annual awarding of 

the John J. Oldigs Memorial Scholarship to further advance the careers of young musicians, LifeSongs has touched lives throughout the 

world. 

Gus maintains a private teaching studio, is on voice faculty at The Music School of Delaware,band is an adjunct instructor at 

Wilmington University. 
 

Hope KoehlerΣ ǎƻǇǊŀƴƻΣ ǿƘƻǎŜ ǾƻƛŎŜ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ƘŜǊŀƭŘŜŘ ŀǎ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ άǘƘŜ ǊƛŎƘƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ aŀǊƛƭȅƴ IƻǊƴŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ōƻttom and the clarion clarity 

ƻŦ [ŜƻƴǘȅƴŜ tǊƛŎŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇέ Ƙŀǎ ŀǇǇŜŀǊŜŘ ŀƭƭ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜǎΣ ƛƴ /ŀƴŀŘŀΣ 9ǳǊƻǇŜΣ !ǎƛŀΣ ŀƴŘ {ƻǳǘƘ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǎƘŜ Ƙas been 

heard in recital, concert, and opera. She has appeared in a wide variety of operas, singing the title roles of Tosca, Maria 

Stuarda, Carmen, Fidelio, and Madama Butterfly. In addition, she has appeared in a variety operetta and musical theatre productions. 

IŜǊ ƻǊŀǘƻǊƛƻ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŎƘƻǊŀƭ ƻǊŎƘŜǎǘǊŀƭ ǿƻǊƪǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ IŀƴŘŜƭΩǎ Messiah, IŀȅŘƴΩǎ Lord Nelson MassΣ ±ŜǊŘƛΩǎ RequiemΣ aŜƴŘŜƭǎǎƻƘƴΩǎ 

ElijahΣ aƻȊŀǊǘΩǎ Requiem, and Vesperae solennes di confessoreΣ .ŜŜǘƘƻǾŜƴΩǎ Symphony No. 9Σ wƻǎǎƛƴƛΩǎ Stabat Mater, aŀƘƭŜǊΩǎ Symphony 

No. 2 (Resurrection), and many others. 

In June of 2008 Albany Records released KoehlerΩǎ ǊŜŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ WƻƘƴ WŀŎƻō bƛƭŜǎ ǎƻƴƎǎ ǘƛǘƭŜŘ The Lass from the Low Countree, 

ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ WŀƳŜǎ 5ƻǳƎƭŀǎǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǇƛŀƴƻΦ WǳƴŜ нлмо ǎŀǿ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƭŜŀǎŜ ƻŦ YƻŜƘƭŜǊΩǎ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ǎƻƭƻ /5 ǘƛǘƭŜŘ Lost Melodies, featuring 

unpublished and out-of-print songs of John Jacob Niles. This CD was also recorded with James Douglass at the piano. 

She is featured soloist with the world-renowned American Spiritual Ensemble and can be heard on the CDs The Lily of the Valley, The 

Spirit of the Holidays, and Swing Low, Sweet Chariot, as well as the DVD and PBS documentary, The Spirituals. 

In addition to serving as Associate Professor of Voice at West Virginia University, Koehler serves on the voice faculty of the Kentucky 

DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊΩǎ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ !ǊǘǎΣ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ¢ŜƴƴŜǎǎŜŜ DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊΩs School for the Arts. She also serves on the faculty of the American 

Institute of Musical Studies (AIMS) in Graz, Austria.  

Koehler received her Bachelor of Arts degree in Voice Performance and Music Education at Lipscomb University in Nashville, 

Tennessee, and her Master of Music degree in Voice Performance at the University of Alabama. Her Doctor of Musical Arts in Voice 

Performance was completed at the University of Kentucky in Lexington, where she studied with tenor Everett McCorvey, and soprano 

Gail Robinson.  



MEMBERSHIP/FELLOWSHIP   

 

 

PRESCHOOL HAPPENINGS 
 

× Registration for the 2018-2019 school year continues. If you are interested 

in enrolling in the program, please stop by the Preschool Office and pick up 

the registration forms. You can also call 654-9629 to have a registration 

packet sent to you. 

× Summer Registration is now open for children ages 1 through 9. Contact the 

Preschool Office for information. 

× Concord Preschool Night at the Blue Rocks ς Friday, May 4, 7:00pm. Come 

watch the Blue Rocks play the Frederick Keys, and stay for the fireworks after 

the game. Tickets are $10/person, and all are invited to join us!!! Stop by the 

Preschool Office to place your order before March 29. 

× Concord Preschool is looking for substitutes. Do you enjoy working with 

children? Would you like to make a little extra money? The Preschool serves 

children ages 1-5 years old and is open 7:15am-5:45pm. We especially need 

people who can work either early morning hours or afternoons after 2:00pm. 

Call Pat Armbruster or Lori Bigalow (654-9629) if interested. 

 

JOIN US FOR A 
 

NEW YORK CITY BUS TRIP 
Wed., May 16, 2018 

 

Concord Presbyterian Church  
(Bus leaves from parking lot at 7:15am; return is approximately 8:30pm) 

Reserved Tickets ~ $55/person 
 
 

Enjoy a Broadway show, museum, shopping, or just see the sights. Bus departs from the Concord Church 

parking lot at 7:15am sharp, and leaves NYC at 6:00pm to return around 8:30pm. (The bus will drop off and 

pick up near the TKTS Discount Booth on Times Square.) 
 

Contact the Church Office at margaret.oboyle@concordpc.org or 302/654-9652 to reserve your seat now! 

[We must sell at least 35 tickets or trip will be cancelled and payments refunded.]  

 

mailto:margaret.oboyle@concordpc.org

