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ORDER OF WORSHIP 
 

* All who are able may stand  Congregation reads aloud the BOLD print 
 

PRELUDE  Sinae Lee, piano 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS Pastor Julia Burkley (she/her) 
    

*CALL TO WORSHIP   Bettye Shirar, liturgist (she/her)  

On Sundays and Mondays,  

ON GOOD DAYS AND BAD DAYS, 

early in the morning and very late at night,  

HERE IN THIS ROOM, AND OUT IN THE WORLD,  

GOD, WE LONG FOR YOU TO BREAK IN.  

Meet us in this space. 

SURPRISE US WITH YOUR PRESENCE. 

Fill this room with your good news.  

WITH HOPE, WE SING, WE WORSHIP, WE PRAY. AMEN! 
 

*CANDLE LIGHTING: HOPE  Gayle Hazel, Heloise Osborn 
 

*HYMN NO. 104 O Lord, How Shall I Meet You     

 

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION  
EVER-PRESENT GOD, WE LONG TO FEEL YOU CLOSE. WE LONG TO FEEL YOUR 

PRESENCE IN OUR LIVES. WE LONG FOR YOU TO BREAK THROUGH THE CHAOS AND 

SUFFERING OF THIS WORLD. HOWEVER, IF WE’RE HONEST, WE RARELY STAND STILL 

LONG ENOUGH TO FEEL YOU IN OUR MIDST.  
 

FORGIVE OUR RUSHING AND DISTRACTIONS. FORGIVE OUR WANDERING HEARTS 

AND CENTER US IN THIS SPACE. REMIND US THAT EVEN IN THE TIME OF HEROD, EVEN 

ON THE LONGEST NIGHTS, YOU ARE ALWAYS THERE.  
 [Time of silent prayer] 
 

*ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
Family of faith, even when we doubt God’s presence, even when we fail to notice 

God’s fingerprints in this world, God is always moving closer to us. Hear and 

believe the good news this Advent season:  

NOTHING CAN KEEP GOD’S LOVE AWAY. WE ARE SEEN.  WE ARE FORGIVEN. WE ARE 

NOT ALONE. AMEN.  



*RESPONSE (all sing) Angels We Have Heard on High NO. 113, refrain only 
 

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS DEO!  

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS DEO! 
 

*SHARING THE PEACE   

We come today, God’s children, united together by our love of God. Let us exchange 

signs of peace with neighbor and friend. 

The peace of Christ be with you.  

AND ALSO WITH YOU. 
 

[Turn to those around you and share with them words and signs of peace.] 
 

WONDERING TIME Christina Pressley (she/her) 
 

[Following Wondering Time, children & youth leave to attend J.A.M. or Sunday Seekers.] 
 

*HYMN NO. 772 Live into Hope  
 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION   

WITH-US GOD, IN THE TIME OF MOSES, YOU SPOKE THROUGH WATER IN THE 

DESERT AND A PILLAR OF SMOKE. IN THE TIME OF THE JUDGES, YOU SPOKE THROUGH 

THE PROPHETS. IN THE TIME OF HEROD, YOU SPOKE THROUGH ANGEL CHORUSES 

AND UNLIKELY MIRACLES. IN EVERY TIME YOU HAVE BEEN SPEAKING.  
 

SO TODAY, IN OUR TIME, WE ASK THAT YOU WOULD SPEAK AGAIN. BREAK THROUGH 

THE CHATTER AND THE DISTRACTION OF OUR WEARY MINDS AND SPEAK TO US 

ONCE MORE. WITH HOPE WE PRAY, AMEN.   
 

SCRIPTURE READING Luke 1:5-13 (NRSV)  
 

The word of God for the people of God. 

 THANKS BE TO GOD.  
 

SERMON “We Long for God to Break In” Pastor Julia Burkley 
 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 

WE HAVE SEEN THE VALLEY.  

WE HAVE SEEN A SKY WITHOUT STARS.  

WE HAVE SEEN THE LONGEST NIGHT, 

AND STILL WE BELIEVE.  (cont’d) 



WE BELIEVE IN A WITH-US GOD.  

WE BELIEVE IN THE HOPE OF TOMORROW. 

WE BELIEVE THAT GOOD NEWS IS LOUDER THAN FEAR.  

WE BELIEVE THIS GOOD NEWS IS FOR ALL PEOPLE. 
 

SO EVEN WHEN OUR KNEES SHAKE,  

EVEN WHEN OUR VOICE TREMBLES, 

EVEN WHEN FEAR IS ALL AROUND US,  

WE WILL HOLD ONTO THAT GOOD NEWS.  
 

WE WILL REACH FOR EACH OTHER.  

WE WILL LOOK FOR GOD IN OUR MIDST.  

WE WILL SING SONGS OF JOY. 

WE WILL PROCLAIM: UNTO US, LOVE IS BORN.  
 

WE HAVE SEEN THE LONGEST NIGHT, AND WE HAVE SEEN UNIMAGINABLE LOVE.  

SO STILL, WE BELIEVE. AMEN 
 

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING   
 

OFFERTORY  Every Valley J. N. Beck 
 Chancel Choir 

 

Ev'ry valley shall be exalted and ev'ry mountain made low 

and the crooked made straight and the rough places plain. 

And the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, revealed, 

and all flesh shall see it together; for the mouth of the Lord hath spoken it. Amen! 
 
 

*RESPONSE (all sing) In the Bleak Midwinter NO. 144, v. 4 
 

WHAT CAN I GIVE HIM, POOR AS I AM? 

IF I WERE A SHEPHERD, I WOULD BRING A LAMB; 

IF I WERE A WISE MAN, I WOULD DO MY PART; 

YET WHAT I CAN I GIVE HIM: GIVE MY HEART. 
 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
HOLY ONE, THIS ADVENT SEASON WE WAIT IN HOPE. AND WE GIVE IN HOPE. HOPE 

FOR YOUR COMING REIGN; HOPE BECAUSE OF YOUR PRESENCE WITH US EVEN NOW. 

RECEIVE THESE GENEROUS OFFERINGS AND USE THEM FOR YOUR WORK OF HEALING 

AND HOPE IN OUR WORLD. AMEN. 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 



 

 

*HYMN NO. 88 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel vs. 1, 2, 6, 7 
 

*BENEDICTION 
 

POSTLUDE   Sinae Lee, piano 
 

 
 

Liturgy adapted from a liturgy by Rev. Sarah (Are) Speed | A Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org. 

Welcome visitors! We’re glad you’re here today. If you'd like to learn more about what's 

happening at Concord, how you can get involved, or how we can help or support you, fill 

out one of the Connection Cards in the pew with your contact information. You can place 

the card in the offering or give it to a greeter as you leave. The peace of Christ be with you.  
 

Assisting in the service of worship are:  

 Deacon-in-Charge:  John Barineau 

 Liturgist: Bettye Shirar 

 Livestream Team: Bob Brown, Dottie Harding, Alan Jewett, Ron McKinney 
 

 

After Wondering Time, children in preK-gr. 5 are invited to 

follow the J.A.M. leaders to the Sunday School hallway where 

they are led through activities and crafts provided in the 

PC(USA) lectionary curriculum, Feasting on the Word, that are in 

response to the scripture shared during the service. 
 
 

 

SUNDAY SEEKERS – Grades 6 -12 

following Wondering Time 

This Bible Study includes reading scripture together and then sharing 

responses in a safe and welcoming environment. Bring your Bible! 
 

 

Mug & Muffin – Weds. @ 10:00am via Zoom: Our weekly Mug & 

Muffin Bible study meets again Wed., Dec. 3 from 10:00-11:00am, led by 

Pastor Julia Burkley. To join the Zoom gathering online, click here. 
 
 

Concord accepts donations via several electronic methods:  

▪ Scanning the QR code with your smart phone will allow you to make  

 credit card or PayPal donations to Concord. 

▪ Use your personal banking app (utilizing Zelle®) to send a cash  

 donation to donations@concordpc.org.  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8797805150?pwd=YU1Fc3laN0FXc3VYMXRFVnJoWTBHdz09
mailto:donations@concordpc.org


 

Hark! Help Needed for Christmas Decorating! 

It’s time to get creative and deck the halls again! Please join us to help dress up the 

Sanctuary for the Christmas season. We’ll be gathering at 9:00am on Friday, December 5 to 

work some magic and would love to have helping hands. 

Gardening gloves and clippers are suggested but not 

necessary. Donations of greens (yew, holly, cedar, etc.) also 

welcome. Questions? Contact Dottie Harding or Carol Schlegel. 
 

Contributions for the Flower Fund for Christmas 

If you would like to contribute to the Flower Fund for the 

upcoming holiday season, please make your check for 

$20/poinsettia payable to Concord Presbyterian Church, memo: “Christmas Flowers.” Place 

it in a designated envelope in the offering or the Church Office mailbox. Be sure to include a 

note stating how you wish the acknowledgment to read in the bulletin. Contributing to the 

grace and beauty of our Christmas decorations is a lovely way to remember or honor a  

loved one. 

mailto:harding4@aol.com
mailto:louschlegel@verizon.net


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christmas Gala Reception -  Cookie Bakers Needed! 

After the Christmas Gala Concert, there is a reception in Fellowship Hall featuring 

homemade Christmas cookies. We need anyone who can to help us bake. There are two 

nights this year, so that's a lot of cookies! If you can help, please let Dottie Lund 

know: dottielund@comcast.net, 302-230-1533 or sign up at church on the clipboard on the 

Gathering Time coffee table. We will also need five pound cakes for each night and 

monetary donations for the punch ingredients. Any help would be greatly appreciated!   

mailto:dottielund@comcast.net


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


