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WE NEED A LITTLE CHRISTMAS (MAME) JERRY HERMAN, ARR. MARK HAYES
Choir, Soloists, Orchestra

AIR: EVERY VALLEY (MESSIAH) G. F. HANDEL (1685-1759)
Jason Berger, Sam Keeler
Every valley shall be exalted, and every mountain and hill made low,
The crooked straight, and the rough places plain.

O COME, ALL YE FAITHFUL (ALL SING) ARR. DAVID WILLCOCKS

O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant,
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem!
Come, and behold Him, born the King of Angels!

REFRAIN: O come, let us adore Him; O come, let us adore Him;
O come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord!

Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation!
Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above!
Glory to God, all glory in the highest! (REFRAIN)

RECIT. & AIR: THUS SAITH THE LORD; BUT WHO MAY ABIDE (MESSIAH) G.F. HANDEL
Kerry Ann Erickson-Felps
Thus saith the Lord, the Lord of hosts: Yet once a little while, and I will shake
The heavens and the earth, the sea and the dry land;
And the desire of all nations shall come.
The Lord, whom ye seek, shall suddenly come to His temple,
E’en the messenger of the covenant, whom ye delight in;
Behold, he shall come, saith the Lord of hosts.

But who may abide the day of His coming, and who shall stand when He appeareth?
For He is like a refiner's fire.

GAUDETE!/ PIAE CANTIONES, 1582, ARR. SHELDON CURRY
Choir, Soloists, Ensemble
Gaudete! Christus est natus ex Maria virgine! Rejoice! For Christ is born of the Virgin Mary!
Dawning now the day of grace, so long expected;
Let us raise our song of praise, hope is resurrected!
God has become human, miracle of nature, The world has become new by the reigning Christ.
Therefore, let us all sing in brightness; let us bless the Lord: Greetings to our King!



IN MEMORIAM
AGNUS DET M. W. SMITH, ARR. PATRICK WILLIAMS
Maria Hess, Choir, Orchestra
Alleluia, alleluia, for the Lord God almighty reigns.
Holy, holy are you, Lord, God, almighty. Worthy is the Lamb, amen.

O HoLYy NIGHT A. ADAM, ARR. RENE CLAUSEN
Choir, Soloists, Orchestra
O holy night, the stars are brightly shining, it is the night of the dear Savior's birth.
Long lay the world in sin and error pining, till He appeared, and the soul felt its worth.
A thrill of hope, the weary world rejoices, for yonder breaks a new and glorious morn.
Fall on your knees, O hear the angel voices! O night divine, O night when Christ was born.
O night, O holy night, O night divine.

Led by the light of faith serenely beaming with glowing hearts by His cradle we stand.
Led by a star above them brightly gleaming appeared the wise men from far Eastern land.
The King of Kings lay in a lowly manger, to us this day is born to be our God:

Fall on your knees, O hear the angel voices! O night divine, O night when Christ was born.
O night, O holy night, O night divine!

SING JoY! (Joy TO THE WORLD, FOR UNTO US A CHILD IS BORN, ADESTE FIDELES)

Melanie Sarakatsannis, Sujung Wang HANDEL/HAYES
WINTER WONDERLAND BERNARD/SMITH, ARR. SHAUN CHOO
Sinae Lee
THE FIRST NOWELL TRAD., ARR. DAVID WILLCOCKS
(ALL SING) The first Nowell the angel did say

Was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay;
In fields where they lay, keeping their sheep
On a cold winter’s night that was so deep:

REFRAIN:  Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell; Born is the King of Israel!

(SOLOISTS) They looked up and saw a star
Shining in the East beyond them far;
And to the earth it gave great light,
And so it continued both day and night. (ALL SING REFRAIN) (cont'd)



(ALL SING) Then let us all with one accord
Sing praises to our heav’nly Lord,
That hath made heav’n and earth of naught,
And with his blood mankind hath bought: (ALL SING REFRAIN)

~OFFERING AND INTERMISSION ~

PEACE ON EARTH/LITTLE DRUMMER BOY DAVIS/FRASER/SIMEONE/ONORATI/KOHAN
Michael Krueger, Matthew Pressley, Orchestra

SUN SINGER PAUL WINTER
Jenny Godowsky
As the traditional centerpiece of the Winter Solstice Concerts of Paul Winter, resident artist at the
Cathedral of Saint John the Divine in NYC, this haunting melody is a prayer for the return of the
light in the midst of the longest night. At this point in the Solstice concerts, the entire Cathedral is
shrouded in darkness save for one point of light glistening across Mr. Winter’s golden soprano
saxophone as he plays silhouetted in the famous rose window.

HARK! THE HERALD ANGELS SING (ALLSING) F. MENDELSSOHN, ARR. DAVID WILLCOCKS

Hark! the herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King:
peace on earth, and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled!"
Joyful, all ye nations, rise, join the triumph of the skies;
with th'angelic hosts proclaim, “Christ is born in Bethlehem!"

REFRAIN: Hark! the herald angels sing, "Glory to the newborn King!”

Hail the heaven-born Prince of Peace! Hail the Sun of Righteousness!
Light and life to all he brings, risen with healing in his wings.
Mild he lays his glory by, born that we no more may die,
born to raise us from the earth, born to give us second birth. (REFRAIN)

O LITTLE TOWN OF BETHLEHEM REDNER/BROOKS, ARR. DAN FORREST
Jenny Godowsky, Choir, Orchestra
O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie!
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by.
Yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting light;
the hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight. (cont'd)



For Christ is born of Mary; and, gathered all above,
while mortals sleep, the angels keep their watch of wond ring love.
O morning stars, together proclaim the holy birth,

and praises sing to God the King, and peace to men on earth.

How silently, how silently, the wondrous gift is giv'n/
So God imparts to human hearts the blessings of His heav'n.
No ear may hear His coming, but in this world of sin,
where meek souls will receive Him still, the dear Christ enters in.

O holy Child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray;
cast out our sin and enter in; be born in us today.
We hear the Christmas angels, the great glad tidings tell;
O come to us, abide with us, our Lord Emmanuel/

HOPE FOR RESOLUTION PAUL CALDWELL, SEAN IVORY
Sujung Wang, Melanie Sarakatsannis, Choir, Orchestra
Of the Father's love begotten, ere the worlds began to be,
He is Alpha and Omega, He the source, the ending He,
Of the things that are, that have been, and that future years shall see,

FEvermore and evermore.

O ye heights of Heav'n adore him! Angel hosts his praises sing/
All dominions bow before him and exalt our God and King.
Let no tongue on Earth be silent, every voice in concert ring —

FEvermore and evermore.

Thula sizwe, ungabokhala, uJehovah wakho uzokungobela.
Inkululeko, sizoyithola, uJehovah wakho uzokunqgobela.

(Peace at peace and weep no more. We will be free. God will protect us. God is with us.)

Silent Night Medley
1. Paul Winter’s Silver Solstice arr. Paul Halley & Paul Winter

Jenny Godowsky, Cheryl Everill, Arthur Marks

2. Celtic Woman Christmas Celebration arr. David Downes
Melanie Sarakatsannis, Sujung Wang, Robin Mayforth (cont'd)



3. Silent Night arr. John Rutter
(ALL SING) Silent night, holy night! Son of God, love’s pure light

Radiant beams from Thy holy face, With the dawn of redeeming grace,
Jesus, Lord at Thy birth, Jesus, Lord at Thy birth.

RECIT. & AIR: BEHOLD, I TELL YOU A MYSTERY/

THE TRUMPET SHALL SOUND (MESSIAH) G. F. HANDEL
Michael Krueger, Barbara Prugh, Orchestra

HAVE YOURSELF A MERRY LITTLE CHRISTMAS MARTIN/BLANE, ARR. HAYES
Choir, Soloists, Orchestra

HALLELUJAH! (MESSIAH) (ALL SING) G. F. HANDEL

Hallelujah! For the Lord God omnipotent reigneth! Hallelujah!
The kingdom of this world is become the kingdom of our Lord, and of His Christ.
And He shall reign forever and ever!
King of kings and Lord of lords.
Hallelujah!

Please join us for a reception in Fellowship Hall

following the concert.

SOLOISTS

MATTHEW PRESSLEY, CONDUCTOR/DIRECTOR

Growing up surrounded by the sounds of his parents preparing their next concert and training opera
singers, Mr. Pressley loves to make music and help others do the same. As a lyric tenor, Mr. Pressley
has hundreds of opera and oratorio performances to his credit. He composes, arranges, and
orchestrates across traditional and contemporary genres and conceives, writes, and directs for the
Concord Concert Series. The series has presented numerous choral works, American Song, Concerts
for Peace, Amahland the Night Visitors, the music of Rodgers and Hammerstein, Mozart’s Die
Zauberflote, Britten’s Noye's Fludde, and an innovative visual staging of Haydn’s Creation among
others.



JASON LEE BERGER, TENOR

Acclaimed as a stand-out performer with a “big sound” who sings with “ease” (DC Metro Theater
Arts), tenor Jason Lee Berger sings regularly in performances of opera, concert repertoire, art song,
and musical theatre. Highlights of his career Stravinsky’s Pulcinellaunder the baton of Maestra Marin
Alsop with the Baltimore Symphony Orchestra and winning first place in the Jerusalem Lyric Opera
Competition in Israel, OperaDelaware, The Aspen Music Festival and School, Maryland Opera, and
Washington National Cathedral. He completed his bachelor’s degree at Boston University, his
master’s degree at University of Michigan, and a graduate performance diploma at the Peabody
Conservatory of Johns Hopkins University.

KERRY ANN ERICKSON-FELPS, CONTRALTO

Ms. Erickson-Felps is a winner of the Austrian-American Society's scholarship to the Mozarteum in
Salzburg, where she studied in residence. A national finalist for the National Opera Association and
the Music Teachers National Association competitions, her operatic roles include Amneris, Carmen,
Prince Orlofsky, Third Lady, Azucena, Maddalena, Suzuki, and Ulrica. Sacred roles include works of
Bach, Britten, Duruflé, Elgar, Handel, Mendelssohn, Mozart, and Vivaldi, among others.
Soloist highlights include Beethoven’s Symphony No. 9, and the live-streamed performance of the
Verdi Requiem from the National Cathedral in Washington, D.C., both with the Wayne Oratorio
Society. Upcoming performances include the April 2026 Ursuline Academy Alumnae Reunion Mass
(Wilmington, DE) and by invitation on an all-French recital program (May 2026; Ithan, PA). She
currently serves as the stated soloist at First Church of Christ, Scientist (Newark, DE) and supporting
Delaware ChoralArts (Wilmington, DE). Ms. Erickson-Felps, a dual US/Irish citizen, holds a
bachelor's degree in Foreign Languages and Literatures from the University of Delaware.

MARIA HESS, MEZZO-SOPRANO

Ms. Hess studied voice at Berklee College of Music and later with the renowned Dante Pavone in
Boston. She performed and recorded across the East Coast for decades and is now privileged to sing
often at Concord under the direction of Matthew Pressley.

SAM KEELER, TENOR

Mr. Keeler (Washington, D.C.), tenor, is a graduate of the Maryland Opera Studio where he
received his master’s degree in Opera Performance. Hailed for his “rich tenor” (Culpepper Times)
and “strong vocals and crisp, clear delivery” (DC Theatre Scene), Keeler was awarded an
Encouragement Award in the 2018 Metropolitan Opera Council Auditions. Performances
include Frederic in Gilbert & Sullivan’s 7he Pirates of Penzance, Sam Kaplan in Kurt Weill’s
Street Scene, Don Curzio & Don Basilio in Mozart’s Le nozze di Figaro, and Lurcanio in Handel’s
Ariodante.



MICHAEL KRUEGER, BASS BARITONE

Mr. Krueger has sung roles with Philadelphia, Santa Fe, Theater of St. Louis, Orlando, Virginia Boston
Lyric, Sylvan, and Utah Festival Opera Companies. His repertoire includes Figaro in Le Nozze di
Figaro, the title role in Don Giovanni, John Proctor in The Crucible, Escamillo in Carmen, Four
Villains in Les Contes D’Hoffinann, Colline and Schaudard in Za Boheme, and Jack Rance in La
Fanciulla del West. Mr. Krueger has sung with the Florida Symphony, the Sarasota Symphony, and
the Oklahoma City Philharmonic; with George Manahan at the Richmond Symphony, The Concerto
Soloists, and the Philadelphia Singers Professional Chorus. Awards; the Stewart Awards National
Operatic Competition, Richard Gaddes Award for Young Singers, National Society of Arts and Letters
Competition, Metropolitan Opera National Council Auditions. Mike holds master’s and bachelor’s
degrees in Voice from the Indiana University School of Music and a Post-Graduate Certificate in
Music from Temple University.

MELANIE SARAKATSANNIS, SOPRANO

Ms. Sarakatsannis recently had the honor of soloist in the premiere of world-renowned composer
Dan Forrest’s new oratorio Creation, commissioned for the 75* anniversary of the Wayne Oratorio
Society. She has sung with the Philadelphia Chamber Orchestra, New Haven Symphony, Richmond
Symphony, Indianapolis Chamber Orchestra, Santa Fe Opera, and Palm Beach Opera. In her New
York City Opera debut, she reprised the role of Sophie in Picker’s Emmeline, a role which she created
at Santa Fe and was later telecast nationally on PBS. Her debut at Carnegie Hall was as soprano soloist
in Schubert’s Masses in G and B-flat and Beethoven’s Mass in C. Awards and honors include Palm
Beach Opera Competition winner, Stewart National Opera Competition finalist, regional finalist for
Metropolitan National Council, and a Richard F. Gold Career Grant. Her opera roles include Anne
(The Rake’s Progress), Despina (Cosi fan tutte), Pamina (Die Zauberfléte), and Violetta (La Traviata).
Ms. Sarakatsannis holds master’s and bachelor’s degrees in Voice Performance from Indiana Univ.

SUJUNG WANG, SOPRANO

Soprano Sujung Wang completed her vocal studies at the G. Verdi Conservatory in Milan and the F.
Vittadini Conservatory in Pavia, later receiving advanced training at the C. Abbado Milan Civic
Academy. A prizewinner at the Turin and Monterosso international competitions, she has performed
roles such as the Duchess (Le Nozze di Figaro), Musetta (La Bohéme), and Gretel (Hinsel und Gretel),
and has appeared as a soloist in Mozart’s Requiem and Rossini’s Petite Messe Solennelle. She has also
worked as a resident soloist at the A. Belloni Theater in Italy.

JENNY GODOWSKY, SOPRANO SAXOPHONE

Jenny holds a Bachelor of Music Degree in Saxophone Performance and a Bachelor of Music Degree
in Music Education from the University of Maryland, as well as a master’s degree in School
Counseling from West Chester University of Pennsylvania. She plays frequently with the Chester
County Pops Orchestra, Immaculata Symphony, and here at Concord Presbyterian Church. Currently
a middle school teacher, Jenny resides in Wilmington with her husband, Dean, and two daughters,
Aria & Julianna.



SINAE LEE, PIANO

Sinae is a skilled pianist who graduated from Keimyung University in South Korea and pursued
further studies at the National Chopin University of Music in Warsaw, Poland, where she earned her
Master of Music degree. She also completed coursework in Musicology at Keimyung University. She
has concertized with the Ukraine Prokofiev Philharmonic Orchestra and Daegu Symphony
Orchestra, performed in the Ulsan Composers Association Concerts and Daegu International New
Media Art Festival, and had her performances broadcast on television for the KBS Saturday Concerts
and the MBC Thursday Concerts in South Korea. She currently serves as director at La Bella Music
Academy, organist and pianist here at Concord Presbyterian Church, accompanist for the

Philadelphia Master Chorale, and staff accompanist at West Chester University.

ROBIN MAYFORTH, VIOLIN

Robin Mayforth is a Spiritual Director, a longtime Centering Prayer practitioner, and is active in the
Wisdom community. She enjoys facilitating small groups and companioning others one-on-one. As a
professional violinist in the Bay Area, she previously held the Concertmaster position of Symphony
San Jose and was a member of the New Century Chamber Orchestra for over 25 years. Robin now

brings her love of music to her spiritual ministry in more intimate settings.

BARBARA PRUGH, TRUMPET

Well-known for her rendition of "The Trumpet Shall Sound" from Handel's MESSIAH in area
churches to the stage of the Academy of Music, Ms Prugh has been embracing audiences for many
years throughout the Philadelphia area and beyond! A Finalist in the 1983 Concert Artists' Guild
Competition in New York City, she has appeared as a guest soloist with Concerto Soloists, Bach
Festival, Philadelphia Singers, Orchestra 2001, Princeton Chamber Symphony, Delaware and
Reading Symphonies, and more. Most recently she commissioned a solo work by Grammy-nominated
composer, Jonathan Leshnoff, and premiered it. When not busy as a soloist, Ms. Prugh often serves
in area orchestras, including a tour of Portugal with the Delaware Symphony in 1987 and twenty
years as Principal Trumpet with the Reading Symphony. She has also played in the Philadelphia
Orchestra, concertized extensively with FESTIVE BRASS and BRANDYWINE BRASS.
Celebrity concerts during her career include Diana Ross, Mannheim Steamroller, Luciano Pavarotti.
In 2011, Barbara created "Lady With a Horn," a musical memoir of her life. She has also recorded a
solo album entitled "Barbara Prugh, Trumpet Artistry.” For many years, she was soloist and principal
trumpet for the White Mountain Bach Festival in New Hampshire. A native Delawarean, Barbara
received her degrees from the University of Delaware (B.M.) and the Eastman School of Music
(M.M.).



ORCHESTRA

PIANO FLUTE
Sinae Lee Tara Rozanski
VIOLINI OBOE
Robin Mayforth — concertmaster Henry Grab
Donna Grantham SOPRANO SAXOPHONE
Irina Schuck Jenny Godowsky
VIOLIN I1 TRUMPET
Barbara Jaffe — principal Barbara Prugh
Audrey Kress HORN
VioLA Rob Kennan
Louise Jaffe PERCUSSION (pitched/aux.)
CELLO Jeff Dombchik
Cheryl Everill PERCUSSION (drum set/aux.)
BASS Bob Brown
Arthur Marks
CONCORD CONCERT CHOIR
SOPRANO ALTO TENOR I Bass1
Jessie Cocks Sylvia Adelman Jason Berger” Jasper Chu
Jennifer Chou Susan Blanchard Patrice Bruce Fine
Jean Custin Sharon Brucker Hieronymus Galen Keliikuli
Gayle Hazel Juliet Dee Yifu Lee Don Potter
Vivian Holfield" Sandy Fine Heloise Osborn Jim Silvius
Renee Lamoreaux Patti Kelly Elliott Roseo
Mary Lastowka Bridget Kirk BAss II
Judy Luo Linda McGregor TENOR II Tony Chou
Andrea McElreavy Cynthia Miller Chip Hazel David Jones
Jan Moore Fran Nimeck Michael Rob Kennan*
Jessica Murphy* Daphne Robertson Hovendick Al Lund
Christina Pressley* Madison Schofield Sam Keeler* Ron McKinney
Bettye Shirar Carole Smith Charla Phoenix Trace Sauter
Allison Tejada Amanda Staub* Candace Roseo Andrew Shen
Sujung Wang" Raven Studer Ta-Chen Wei
Yan Zhang Kym Thompson Paul Wu
Summer Thompson
Nancy Tucker * STAFF SINGERS



SOUND/LIGHTING: Bob Brown

LIVESTREAM TEAM: Carol Haas, Alan Jewett, Marj Johnson (Sat.); Carol Haas, Rob Brown,

Ellen Greenhorn (Sun.)

DEACON IN CHARGE: Steve Studer (Sat.); Ryan Moffett (Sun.)

USHERS: Dick Carter, Chris Hauserman, Rick Rudolph (Sat.); John Barineau, A.T. Moffett,

Melanie Slezak (Sun.)

RECEPTION: Dottie Lund, Congregational Life Committee, and numerous volunteer bakers
SANCTUARY/RECEPTION DECORATIONS: Dottie Harding, Gayle Hazel, Carol Schlegel
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The Concord Concert Series is made possible by donations from the following™:

ANGEL
$5,000 plus
Paul & Linda McGregor

FOUNDER
$1,000 plus
Felleng Kalema
Albert E. &
Dottie R. Lund
Terry Lynch
Virginia S. Mayforth
Ronald J. &
Chloe A. McKinney

BENEFACTOR
$500 - $999

Anonymous
Ralph E. &

Gwen R. Fuller
Gaill W. &

$Donald L. Greene

*December 9, 2024 —
December 9, 2025

SPONSOR
$250 - $499
Richard L. &
Margaret M. Carter
Chung-Di Chou
Jo Ann Cipolla
Marjorie C. Johnson
Margot M. Lamar
Nancy J. Tucker &
Francis Ciabattoni

PATRON

$100 - $249

Aleta Cross

Juliet Dee

Wesley & Jane Diemer

Jennifer & Rob Eppes

Linda Euer

Ellen C. Greenhorn &
Rob Brown

Carol Haas

Barbara R. Harra

Judy Hayes

Cynthia Hrubes
Steve & Carol Johnson
James L. &

Janis E. Moore
Elizabeth Rowe
Phoebe Rowe
Zie Chiang Shen
Lois Starling
§Daniel Voelker
Barbara C. Wise

FRIEND

$25 - $99

Sally Dalton

Jennifer & Rob Eppes
Ann Marie Erickson

George & Susan Hofmann

Lisa Jennings
Natalie Outslay
Paul C. &
Agnes M. Pringle

§Indicates deceased donor

We would like to acknowledge all donations in addition to those individually listed
in the program. Thank you for your support.
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CONCORD CONCERT SERIES

We invite you to join the Friends of the Concord Concert Series. All contributions go directly to
actual performance costs and are tax deductible. Friends will be listed in the remaining season’s
programs. To join, please provide the following information which you may place in the offering
or mail to us. (If you wish for your contribution to remain anonymous, please indicate with a

capital A after your name.)

Name (please print)

Address
E-mail
__Angel ($5,000+) __ Founder ($1,000 +) __ Benefactor ($500-$999)
___ Sponsor ($250-$499) __ Patron ($100-$249) __ Friend ($25-$99)
__ I'would like to sponsor an entire concert __ Please put me on your mailing list

__I'would like to sing with the Concord Concert Choir

Checks should be made payable to Concord Presbyterian Church, memo: CCS.
Mail to:  Concord Presbyterian Church
Attn: Concord Concert Series

1800 Fairfax Boulevard

Wilmington, DE 19803

Donate online at www.concordpc.org/give/donate/




